
 

The public is invited to participate in the work session meeting at 6:00 pm and 
the public session meeting at 7:00 pm by calling 1 (929) 205-6099MEETING ID: 
841 0777 8874 or https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84107778874 or the Zoom Meeting 
Link can be accessed from the Borough's Website: www.ridgefieldnj.govon the 
Home Page. 
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Work Session, Executive Session and Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
 
 
    
Date:      September 27, 2021 
  
Open Public Meetings Statement by 
Mayor Suarez 
 
Work Session: 6:00 P.M. C.T.O.:  
  Adjourn:   
 

• Vaccination Policy 
 

Mayor Suarez – Adjournment into closed Executive  
Sessionin accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” 
 
Executive Session: 6:30 P.M. C.T.O.:  
  Adjourn:  
 
Public Session:    7:00 P.M. C.T.O.:  
  Adjourn:  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Invocation  

 
Citizens Comment on Agenda:     
 
Correspondence: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ROLL CALL-WORK SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            
                                      

Castelli               
Penabad              
Shim                                            
Jimenez               
Kontolios                                     
Larkin                  

 
   ROLL CALL-EXEC. SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez             
                                     

Castelli                
Penabad               
Shim                                           
Jimenez               
Kontolios                                    
Larkin                  

 
  ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            
                                     

Castelli               
Penabad              
Shim                                            
Jimenez              
Kontolios                                    
Larkin                

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84107778874
http://www.ridgefieldnj.gov/


 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
All items listed are considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Borough Council and 
will be approved by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a 
Council member(s) so request it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. The one motion signifies the 
adoption of all resolutions and approval of applications and minutes. 
 
245-2021 Mayor Suarez Appointment OEM Coordinator/Deputy 

Coordinator 
246-2021 Councilwoman Larkin Appointment Recreation Commission 
247-2021 Councilman Jimenez Chapter 159-Emergency Management Performance 

Grants 
248-2021 Councilman Jimenez Redemption of Tax Title Lien #21-009 
249-2021 Councilman Castelli Award Bid – NJDOT FY2020 Studio Road 

Improvement Project 
250-2021 Councilman Castelli Waive Building Department Permit Fees for 

Hurricane Ida Related Damage 
251-2021 Councilman Castelli Authorize Agreement with BCUA 
252-2021 Councilman Kontolios Salary Increase-M. Handschin 
253-2021 Councilman Castelli DPW/Sanitation/Recycling Center Part-Employee 

Hourly Pay Increase 
254-2021 Councilman Castelli Hire Special Skills DPW/Sanitation Employee-

Montoya 
 
Coin Toss Request: 
 
RMHS Girl’s Volleyball 
Saturday, October 9, 2021 
Rain Date:  Sunday, October 10, 2021 
 
Slocum Skewes 8th Grade Class 
Saturday, January 22, 2022 
Rain Date:  Sunday, January 23, 2022 
Saturday, May 14, 2022 
Rain Date:  Sunday, May 15, 2022 
 
Boot Drive: 
 
Fire Company No. 2 
October 14-16, 2021 
Bergen Blvd. &Oakdene Avenue 
Bergen Blvd. & Ray Avenue 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez          
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
255-2021 Councilman Jimenez Warrants 
 
 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 
 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL: 
 
 
COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
 
 
COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 
 
 
Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 
the Mayor and Council. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

        Meeting September 27, 2021 
 
Presented by Mayor Suarez  
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular public meeting be adjourned, and that the Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Ridgefield shall meet in a closed Executive Session following a five 
minute recess at the termination of this meeting.  The purpose of the Executive Session shall be 
to discuss the following matters: 
 
____ Personnel matters in various departments of the 
  Borough. 
 
____ Pending and Potential Litigation 

 
____ Tax Court Litigation. 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions in which the 

Borough may engage. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as practicable discussion concerning  
 
____ Personnel matters 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions shall be disclosed 

to the public. 
 
____ And that discussions with the Borough Attorney  

concerning litigation shall be disclosed when said 
litigation is terminated. 

 
Adjournment to Closed Session.  The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reconvene 

into Public Session, if necessary, to take action on Closed Session items. 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_______________________         ________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor         Linda M. Silvestri,  
       Borough Clerk 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad             
Shim                      
Jimenez               
Kontolios           
Larkin       
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez  
  

RESOLUTION NO. 245-2021 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor appoints 
  

MICHAEL HANDSCHIN 
 
as Coordinator of the Office of Emergency Management for a three year period beginning 
September 24, 2021 through September 23, 2024; and 
 

AL HOFFMAN 
 
as Deputy Coordinator of the Office of Emergency Management for a three year period 
beginning September 24, 2021 through September 23, 2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved: Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor    Linda M. Silvestri,  
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                         
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez          
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 

MAYORAL APPOINTMENT –  
NO COUNCIL VOTE NECESSARY 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilwoman Larkin 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 246-2021 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 
 

GREG VASILIOS 
 

and 
 

HAGOP CIGERCIOGLU 
 
be appointed to the Recreation Commission for the remainder of Calendar Year 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 247-2021 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the Budget of 
any Municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof 
was not determined at the time of adoption of the budget; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an appropriation for an equal 
amount; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield has been awarded grants, and wishes to amend its 
2020 Calendar Year Budget to include this amount as a item of revenue; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that the Mayor and Council hereby requests the Director of Government Services to 
approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the Calendar Year Budget of 2021 in the sum of 
$10,000.00 which is now available as a revenue item from: 
 
 Miscellaneous Revenues 

Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of the 
Director of Local Government Services: 
 Public and Private Revenue Off-set with Appropriations: 

Emergency Management Performance  
Grants $10,000.00  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $10,000.00 be and the same is hereby 
appropriated under the caption: 

  
General Appropriations 

Operations excluded from CAPS 
Public and Private Revenues Off-set by Appropriations: 
 

Emergency Management Performance  
Grants $10,000.00  

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer file an electronic copy of 

this resolution with the Director of Local Government Services for approval. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 248-2021 
 

WHEREAS, Charlie Hong of Hong’s Merchandising Group, Inc also known as Care 
Properties, LLC, have deposited a check in the amount of $36,766.01 into the Suspense Account 
for the redemption and subsequent taxes of Tax Lien # 21-009, Block 3003 Lot 3, further known 
as 9 Victoria Terrace, sold to Stonefield Investment Fund IV, LLC and whereas $151,000.00 was 
deposited into the Trust Account for the premium at the time of tax sale. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that the Chief Financial Officer be and he is hereby authorized to issue and sign a 
check in the amount of $36,766.01 from the Suspense Account and a check for $151,000.00 
from the Trust Account.   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the check in the amount of $36,766.01 be drawn on 
the Borough of Ridgefield Suspense Account 01-2999 and the check in the amount of 
$151,000.00 be drawn on the Borough of Ridgefield Trust Account 03-2950 and be made 
payable to:  Stonefield Invest. Fund IV, LLC and be mailed to 1 Paragon Drive #252, Montvale, 
New Jersey 07645.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 27, 2021 
 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 249-2021 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield received a Fiscal Year 2020 NJDOT Roadway 
Improvement Grant for Studio Road and 
 

WHEREAS, bids were solicited and duly advertised by the Borough of Ridgefield on 
August 17, 2021 for the Fiscal Year 2020 NJDOT Studio Road Improvement Project; and  
 

WHEREAS, bids were received on September 8, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. and reviewed by a 
bid committee consisting of Carl O’Brien, of Colliers Engineering & Design and Frank Elenio, 
Purchasing Agent; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the results from the bid opening were as follows: 
 
 American Asphalt  $161,276.02 
 D & L Paving  $176,378.86 
 DLS Contracting  $182,022.40 
 4Clean Up  $192,130.22 
 AJM Contractors Inc. $197,565.50  
 Reivax Contracting $204,454.00 
 

WHEREAS, after careful review and analysis, the Bid Committee recommends that a 
contract be awarded to American Asphalt., 96 Midland Avenue, Kearny, NJ 07032 as the lowest 
responsible bidder for the base bid; and 
 

WHEREAS, sufficient funds are available the Capital Fund Account Number 04-2150-
55-2411 in an amount not to exceed $161,276.02, as certified by the Chief Finance Officer; and 
 

WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design, in a letter dated September 13, 2021 
recommends that a contract be awarded to American Asphalt; and 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Ridgefield 
that a contract for the Fiscal Year 2020 NJDOT Roadway Improvement in an amount not to 
exceed $161,276.02 be awarded to American Asphalt., 96 Midland Avenue, Kearny, NJ 07032; 
and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said bidder be required to execute and deliver the 
contract bond and other documents as set forth in the specification under with the bid was made 



 

within the time period therein specified, and thereupon the Mayor and Borough Council are 
hereby authorized to execute such a contract; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a duly executed copy of the contract be filed with 
the office of the Borough Clerk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 250-2021 
 

WHEREAS, beginning on September 1, 2021, Hurricane Ida struck the State of 
NewJersey with torrential rains; and 
 

WHEREAS, FEMA designated Bergen County as a “Major Disaster” area onSeptember 
5, 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Ida produced unprecedented severe weather conditions,including 
devastating flooding; and 
 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Ida has caused severe property damage in the Borough of 
Ridgefield; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body believe that it is necessary to take action to help 
thecitizens of the Boroughfrom the devastation of Hurricane Ida;and 
 

WHEREAS, many property owners in the Borough of Ridgefield have 
experiencedsubstantial damage as a result of Hurricane Ida; and 
 

WHEREAS, many property owners will need to obtain Building Department permits for 
the repair of their property damage caused by Hurricane Ida; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body believes that it is in the best interests of 
propertyowners in the Borough of Ridgefield to waive the municipal Building Department 
permit fees for the repair of their property damage caused by Hurricane Ida; and 
 

WHEREAS, the waiver of fees would only apply until September 30, 2021;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield shall waive permit fees related to the placement of dumpsters for the disposal of 
debris caused by Hurricane Ida through November 24, 2021.    
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 251-2021 
 

WHEREAS, on September 13, 2021, the Mayor and Council previously authorized the 
participation of the Borough of Ridgefield in the Bergen County Utilities Authority’s Solid 
Waste Cooperative by virtue of Resolution No. 233-2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, the BCUA has prepared and provided a Solid Waste Service Agreement to 
be entered into by and between the Borough of Ridgefield and the BCUA; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed and approved said agreement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the agreement with the BCUA constitutes a shared services agreement as set 
forth in the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes and permits contracting 
governmental units to enter into service agreements providing for services contemplated herein 
without competitive bidding for same; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield authorizes the 
Borough to enter into the attached agreement with the BCUA; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield as follows: 
 
 1. The Borough be and is hereby authorized to enter into the attached Solid Waste 
Service Agreement with the Bergen County Utilities Authority. 
 
 2. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk be and hereby are authorized and directed to 
execute said agreement on behalf of the Borough of Ridgefield. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 













































 

 
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 252-2021 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that Michael 
Handschin, OEM Coordinator receive a 2% salary increase retroactive to January 1, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 253-2021 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that the 
hourly rate for part-time DPW and Sanitation employees be increased to $16.00 per hour 
effective October 7, 2021 and the hourly rate for Recycling Center Attendants be increased to 
$15.00 per hour effective October 7, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 254-2021 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that  
 

JOHN MONTOYA 
 
be hired as a Special Skills DPW/Sanitation Employee with CDL license and HVAC license at 
the annual salary of $45,000.00 effective September 28, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 
Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 
records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 
funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, 
and which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 
charged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Francis J. Elenio, 
 Chief Financial Officer 
 

 
 



 

 
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting September 27, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 255-2021 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling $576,659.73 
be drawn on the following accounts: 
 
  CURRENT $402,016.23 
  TRUST $153,212.71 
  CAPITAL $11,815.87 
  POOL $9,294.92 
  COAH $320.00 
     
  TOTAL $576,659.73 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli                                                          
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 


	COMMENTS BY MAYOR:
	Comments by Council:
	Respectfully submitted,
	Linda M. Silvestri,

