
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

 

A G E N D A 

 

Executive Session and Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

    

Date:      September 12, 2022 

  

Open Public Meetings Statement by 

Mayor Suarez 

 

Public Session to Adjourn to C.T.O.:  

Executive Session:  Adjourn:  

 

Mayor Suarez – Adjournment into closed Executive  

Session in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” 

                       

Executive Session: 6:30 P.M. C.T.O.:  

  Adjourn:  

 

Public Session:    7:00 P.M. C.T.O.:  

  Adjourn:  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Invocation  

 

Citizens Comment on Agenda:     

 

Correspondence: 

 

 

As advertised, hearing will be held on Ordinance No. 2440 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SECTION 140-2 ENTITLED FEES OF CHAPTER 140 ENTITLED BUILDING 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD” 

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared open 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared closed 

 

Final Reading of Ordinance 

 

Roll Call 

 

   ROLL CALL-EXEC. SESSION 

  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez           
                                     

Castelli               

Penabad             

Jimenez              

Kontolios           

Larkin                

Dorsett               

 

   ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 

                    Adj. to Ex.         Public                   
  Pres.     Abs.     Pres.      Abs.        
 

Mayor Suarez       
 

Castelli           

Penabad          

Jimenez          

Kontolios       

Larkin            

Dorsett           

 



 

 

As advertised, hearing will be held on Ordinance No. 2441 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2022 GENERAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; 

APPROPRIATING $1,519,095 THEREFOR (INCLUDING GRANTS IN THE AGGREGATE 

AMOUNT OF $160,661 FROM THE COUNTY OF BERGEN) AND AUTHORIZING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $1,283,140 BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF” 

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared open 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared closed 

 

Final Reading of Ordinance 

 

Roll Call 

 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 2442 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 255 

OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEIFELD ENTITLED “LICENSES AND 

PERMITS” TO AUTHORIZE LICENSES FOR CANNABIS BUSINESSES PERMITTED IN 

THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD” 

 

First Reading of Ordinance 

 

Roll Call 

 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 2443 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 375 

ARTICLE III ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL BUILDING PARKING PLACE” 

 

First Reading of Ordinance 

 

Roll Call 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

All items listed are considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Borough Council and 

will be approved by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a 

Council member(s) so request it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the Consent 

Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. The one motion signifies the 

adoption of all resolutions and approval of applications and minutes. 

 

199-2022 Councilman Dorsett Hire Temporary Personnel – H. Koloszuk 



 

200-2022 Councilman Castelli Hire DPW/Sanitation Personnel 

201-2022 Councilman Dorsett Authorize DMR to Prepare Redevelopment Plan for 

Block 503, Lot 1 

202-2022 Councilman Kontolios Appoint School Crossing Guards 2022-2023 School 

Year 

203-2022 Councilman Jimenez Redemption of Tax Title Lien #22-010 

204-2022 Mayor Suarez Appoint Municipal Court Magistrate 

205-2022 Councilman Castelli Rescind Designation of Redeveloper for 604 Broad 

Avenue 

206-2022 Councilman Jimenez Authorize Municipal Support for the Smiling Bud 

LLC to Receive a Class 1 Cultivation Cannabis 

License from the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory 

Commission to Operate Within the Borough of 

Ridgefield 

207-2022 Councilman Kontolios Appoint Special Police Officers 

208-2022 Councilwoman Larkin Appointment to Rent Leveling Commission 

209-2022 Councilman Castelli Authorize Interlocal Services Agreement with 

Borough of Fairview 

210-2022 Councilman Kontolios Authorize Interlocal Services Agreement with Board 

of Education 

211-2022 Councilman Kontolios Appoint SLEO III for 2022-2023 School Year 

212-2022 Councilman Kontolios Authorize Change of Name for Municipal Support 

from Budz Lightyear Recreational Grow LLC to 

Smiling Bud, LLC to Receive a Class II 

Manufacturing License from the New Jersey 

Cannabis Regulatory Commission to Operate Within 

the Borough of Ridgefield 

213-2022 Councilman Kontolios Crossing Guard Salary Increase 

214-2022 Councilman Jimenez Audit Recommendation 

215-2022 Councilman Kontolios Approve Passport Labs, Inc. Contract for Parking 

Program 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

June 27, 2022, July 11, 2022 and August 8, 2022 Public Session Meetings 

 

Coin Toss Request: 

RMHS Cross Country Track 

Saturday, October 22, 2022 

Rain Date:  Sunday, October 23, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                             

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

216-2022 Councilman Jimenez Warrants 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL: 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR: 

 

 

 

COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 

 

 

 

Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 

the Mayor and Council. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

                                    Linda M. Silvestri, 

                                    Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

        Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Mayor Suarez  

  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular public meeting be adjourned, and that the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough of Ridgefield shall meet in a closed Executive Session following a five 

minute recess at the termination of this meeting.  The purpose of the Executive Session shall be to 

discuss the following matters: 

 

____ Personnel matters in various departments of the 

            Borough. 

 

____ Pending and Potential Litigation 

 

____ Tax Court Litigation. 

 

____ Potential real estate transactions in which the 

Borough may engage. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as practicable discussion concerning  

 

____ Personnel matters 

 

____ Potential real estate transactions shall be disclosed 

to the public. 

 

____ And that discussions with the Borough Attorney  

concerning litigation shall be disclosed when said 

litigation is terminated. 

 

Adjournment to Closed Session.  The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reconvene 

into Public Session, if necessary, to take action on Closed Session items. 

 

 

 

Approved:                       Attest: 

 

 

_______________________         ________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor         Linda M. Silvestri,  

       Borough Clerk 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios           

Larkin        

Dorsett             

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2440 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled, 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 140-2 ENTITLED FEES OF CHAPTER 140 

ENTITLED BUILDING CONSTRUCTION OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

RIDGEFIELD” 

 

introduced on the 8th day of August, 2022, do now pass a final reading and be adopted, and that 

the Borough Clerk be and she is authorized and directed to publish once, the aforesaid title, 

together with a notice of the date of its passage on final reading and approval thereof in The Record, 

a newspaper circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting August 8, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2440 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 140-2 ENTITLED FEES OF CHAPTER 140 

ENTITLED BUILDING CONSTRUCTION OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

RIDGEFIELD” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield as follows: 

 

Section I:  

 

 Section 140-2 entitled “Fees” of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield be and hereby is 

amended by eliminating the existing language under subsection entitled Zoning, which reads as 

follows: 

 

Engineers escrow: Minimum for review and inspection….$1,000 

 

Section II: 

 

 Section 140-2 entitled “Fees” of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield be and hereby is 

amended by adding to the existing language a new subsection to be entitled “Engineers Escrow 

for Certain Developments” as follows: 

 

Engineers Escrow for Certain Developments:  All residential developments involving new 

construction of a one, two, three or multi-family dwellings; and all commercial 

development involving the erection of a new structure, shall be required to post an 

engineering escrow for review and inspection in the amount of $2,500. 

 

Section III: 

 

 In all other respects, the terms, conditions and provisions of Section 140-2 of the Code of 

the Borough of Ridgefield are ratified and affirmed. 

 

Section IV: 

 

 Any article, section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or other provision of the Code of the 

Borough of Ridgefield inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance is hereby repealed as to 

said inconsistencies and conflicts. 



 

 

 

Section V:  

 

If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be 

adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to 

the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision so adjudged, and the remainder of this 

ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 

Section VI: 

 

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to 

law. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2441 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled, 

 

“BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2022 GENERAL CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $1,519,095 THEREFOR 

(INCLUDING GRANTS IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $160,661 FROM THE COUNTY 

OF BERGEN) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,283,140 BONDS OR NOTES TO 

FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF” 

 

introduced on the 8th day of August, 2022, do now pass a final reading and be adopted, and that 

the Borough Clerk be and she is authorized and directed to publish once, the aforesaid title, 

together with a notice of the date of its passage on final reading and approval thereof in The Record, 

a newspaper circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting August 8, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2441 

 

“BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2022 GENERAL CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $1,519,095 THEREFOR 

(INCLUDING GRANTS IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $160,661 FROM THE COUNTY 

OF BERGEN) AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,283,140 BONDS OR NOTES TO 

FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF” 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (not 

less than two-thirds of all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 SECTION 1.   The improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance 

are hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Ridgefield, in the County of Bergen, State 

of New Jersey (the “Borough”) as general capital improvements.  For the said improvements or 

purposes stated in Section 3, there is hereby appropriated the sum of $1,519,095, which is inclusive 

of grants from the County of Bergen Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland and 

Historic Preservation Trust Fund in the aggregate amount of $160,661 ($85,973 allocable to Willis 

Park pickleball court improvements (the “Willis Park Grant”) and $74,688 allocable to Ridgefield 

Community Center field improvements (the “Community Center Grant” and together with the Willis 

Park Grant, the “Grants”), as further detailed in Section 3(a)(i) herein, and $75,294 as the aggregate 

amount of down payment for said improvements or purposes required by the Local Bond Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:2-1 et seq. (the “Local Bond Law”).  Said down payment is now available therefor by 

virtue of a provision or provisions in a previously adopted budget or budgets of the Borough for down 

payment or for capital improvement purposes. 

 

 SECTION 2.  For the financing of said improvements or purposes described in Section 3 

hereof and to meet the part of said $1,519,095 appropriation not provided for by application hereunder 

of said down payments or the Grants, negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be 

issued in the principal amount of $1,283,140 pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the 

issuance of said bonds and to temporarily finance said improvements or purposes, negotiable notes 

of the Borough in a principal amount not exceeding $1,283,140 are hereby authorized to be issued 

pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

 

 SECTION 3.  (a) The improvements hereby authorized and purposes for the financing of 

which said bonds or notes are to be issued, include, but are not limited to, as follows: 



 

 

Description 

 

 

  Appropriation 

 

Authorization 

Down 

Payment 

Useful 

Life 

(i) Recreation and Parks Department – Willis 

Park Pickleball Court Improvements Including, 

But Not Limited To, Court Resurfacing And 

Lining Improvements, Acquisition And 

Installation, As Applicable, Of Nets And Posts, 

Fencing And Benches; And Walking Path 

Improvements At Ridgefield Community Center 

Field Including, But Not Limited To, Acquisition 

And Installation, As Applicable Of A Gazebo, 

Benches, Trash Receptacles, And Tree Removal, 

Site Clearing And Soil Erosion And Sediment 

Control Improvements; 

 

$400,000 

(includes 

the Grants)  

 

$220,000 $19,339 15 years 

(ii) Public Works Department – Acquisition Of 

A Street Sweeper And A Sanitation Truck; 

 

$510,000 

 

$484,500 $25,500 10 years 

(iii) Police Department – Acquisition And 

Installation, As Applicable, Of Various 

Computer Hardware And Software To Facilitate 

Parking Program Improvements; 

Communication Improvements Including, But 

Not Limited To, Acquisition And Installation, As 

Applicable, Of Radios; 

 

$400,831 $380,789 $20,042 7 years 

(iv) Fire Department – Communication 

Improvements Including, But Not Limited To, 

Acquisition And Installation, As Applicable, Of 

Radios; 

 

$128,264 $121,851 $6,413 7 years 

(v)  Administration – Acquisition And 

Installation, As Applicable, Of Computer 

Hardware And Software; And 

 

$50,000 $47,500 $2,500 7 years 

(vi) Health Department – Acquisition Of A 

Non-Passenger Vehicle. 

 

$30,000 $28,500 $1,500 5 years 

Totals $1,519,095 $1,283,140 $75,294 

 

 

 (b)  All such improvements or purposes set forth in Section 3(a) shall include, but are not 

limited to, as applicable, all engineering and design work, surveying, construction planning, 

preparation of plans and specifications, permits, bid documents, construction inspection and contract 

administration, and all work, materials, equipment, labor and appurtenances necessary therefor or 

incidental thereto. 

 (c) The estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for said improvement 

or purpose is $1,283,140. 

 (d) The aggregate estimated cost of said improvements or purposes is $1,519,095, the 

excess thereof over the said estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued therefor is the 

Grants in the aggregate amount of $160,661 and the down payments available for said purposes in 

the aggregate amount of $75,294. 



 

 SECTION 4.  Except for the Grants, in the event the United States of America, the State of 

New Jersey, the County of Bergen, and/or a private entity make a contribution or grant in aid to the 

Borough, for the improvements and purposes authorized hereby and the same shall be received by the 

Borough prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes authorized in Section 2 hereof, then the amount 

of such bonds or notes to be issued shall be reduced by the amount so received from the United States 

of America, the State of New Jersey, the County of Bergen, and/or a private entity.  Except for the 

Grants, in the event, however, that any amount so contributed or granted by the United States of 

America, the State of New Jersey, the County of Bergen, and/or a private entity shall be received by 

the Borough after the issuance of the bonds or notes authorized in Section 2 hereof, then such funds 

shall be applied to the payment of the bonds or notes so issued and shall be used for no other purpose. 

 

 SECTION 5.   All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such time as may 

be determined by the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough, provided that no note shall mature later 

than one (1) year from its date.  The notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form 

as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer of the Borough 

shall determine all matters in connection with the notes issued pursuant to this bond ordinance, and 

the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such 

determinations.  All notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time in accordance with the 

provisions of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or 

all of the notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchaser thereof 

upon receipt of payment of the purchase price and accrued interest thereon from their dates to the date 

of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the governing body 

at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the notes pursuant to this bond 

ordinance is made.  Such report must include the principal amount, the description, the interest rate, 

the maturity schedule of the notes so sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

  

 SECTION 6.   The capital budget of the Capital Fund of the Borough is hereby amended to 

conform with the provisions of this bond ordinance, and to the extent of any inconsistency herewith, 

a resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended 

Capital Fund capital budget and capital programs as approved by the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services in the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs will be on file in the 

Office of the Clerk and will be available for public inspection. 

  

 SECTION 7.   The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and 

stated: 

   

 (a) The improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are not 

current expenses and are improvements or purposes which the Borough may lawfully undertake as 

general improvements or purposes, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially 

assessed on property specially benefited thereby. 

 (b) The average period of usefulness of said improvements or purposes within the 

limitations of said Local Bond Law, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date 

of the said bonds authorized by this bond ordinance, is 9.46 years. 

 (c) The supplemental debt statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made 

and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Borough and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been 

filed in the Office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the New Jersey 



 

Department of Community Affairs, and such statement shows that the gross debt of the Borough as 

defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds or notes provided for in 

this bond ordinance by $1,283,140 and the said obligations authorized by this bond ordinance will be 

within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 

 (d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $300,000 for items of expense listed in and 

permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 is included in the estimated cost indicated herein for the purposes 

or improvements hereinbefore described. 

 

 SECTION 8.   Unless paid from other sources, the full faith and credit of the Borough are 

hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations 

authorized by this bond ordinance.  Unless paid from other sources, the obligations shall be direct, 

unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes 

upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the payment of the obligations and the interest 

thereon without limitation as to rate or amount. 

 

 SECTION 9.   The Borough hereby declares the intent of the Borough to issue the bonds or 

bond anticipation notes in the amount authorized in Section 2 of this bond ordinance and to use 

proceeds to pay or reimburse expenditures for the costs of the purposes described in Section 3 of this 

bond ordinance.  This Section 9 is a declaration of intent within the meaning and for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations §1.150-2 or any successor provisions of federal income tax law. 

 

 SECTION 10.   The Borough Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to prepare and to 

update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection 

with the sale of obligations of the Borough and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 

Borough.  The Borough Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 

undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Borough pursuant to Rule 15c2-

12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission4 (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and beneficial 

owners of obligations of the Borough and to amend such undertaking from time to time in connection 

with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and continues to be, 

in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the requirements of the Rule.  

In the event that the Borough fails to comply with its undertaking, the Borough shall not be liable for 

any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific performance of the undertaking. 

 

 SECTION 11.   The Borough covenants to maintain the exclusion from gross income under 

Section 103(a) of the Code of the interest on all bonds and notes issued under this ordinance. 



 

 SECTION 12.   This bond ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after final adoption, 

and approval by the Mayor, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2442 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled, 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 255 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

RIDGEIFELD ENTITLED “LICENSES AND PERMITS” TO AUTHORIZE LICENSES FOR 

CANNABIS BUSINESSES PERMITTED IN THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD” 

 

introduced on the 12th day of September, 2022, do now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance 

be further considered for final passage a regular meeting to be held on the 26th day of September, 

2022 at 7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached at a regular meeting of the 

Borough Council to be held at the Municipal Complex, 700 Shaler Boulevard and that at such time 

and place, all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, that the 

Borough Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to publish in The Record, a newspaper 

circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield said Ordinance according to law, with a notice of its 

introduction and passage on first reading, and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance 

will be further considered for final passage. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2442 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 255 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

RIDGEIFELD ENTITLED “LICENSES AND PERMITS” TO AUTHORIZE LICENSES FOR 

CANNABIS BUSINESSES PERMITTED IN THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD” 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield, as follows: 

 

SECTION I. 

 

 Chapter 255 of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield, entitled “Licenses and Permits”, 

be and hereby is amended by adding to the existing provisions of said Chapter a new Article 

IV entitled Cannabis Licenses. 

 

Section 255-13, “Licenses” shall be amended as follows: 

 

 §255-13 Licensing of Cannabis Businesses 

 

a. Local licensing authority. 

1. The Mayor and Borough Council is hereby designated to act as the local 

licensing authority for the Borough for all cannabis establishments.  Under all 

circumstances in which State law requires communication to the Borough by 

the Cannabis Regulatory Commission or any other State agency with regard to 

the licensing of cannabis establishments by the State, or in which State law 

requires any review or approval by the Borough of any action taken by the State 

licensing authority, the exclusive authority for receiving such communications 

and granting such approvals shall be exercised by the Mayor and Borough 

Council. 

2. Under no circumstances shall a local license for a cannabis establishment issued 

by the Mayor and Borough Council be effective until or unless the State has 

issued the requisite permits or licenses to operate such a facility.  It is the intent 

of this Chapter that no cannabis establishment may lawfully operate in the 

Borough without the issuance of a State permit or license and full regulatory 

oversight of the cannabis establishment by the Cannabis Regulatory 

Commission or other state licensing authority as well as oversight and issuance 

of a license by the Borough.  



 

b. Classification of licenses. The Borough, subject to land use approval and State 

licensure, may issue the following municipal licenses to operate a cannabis 

establishment: 

Class I: Cannabis Cultivation license 

Class II:  Cannabis Manufacturing license 

Class III:  Cannabis Wholesale 

 

c. Maximum number of licenses. The Borough may issue a maximum of licenses as 

follows:  

1. Class I: Cannabis Cultivation license (including microbusinesses): 2 

2. Class II:  Cannabis Manufacturing license (including microbusinesses): 2 

3. Class III:  Cannabis Wholesale (including microbusinesses): 2 

 

Any license conditionally issued by the Borough is contingent upon the locally licensed 

entity’s or individual’s subsequent receipt of a State permit or license of the same class 

or type of regulated cannabis activity. 

d. Application. Following receipt of an award of a license by the State, persons wishing 

to obtain a local cannabis license shall file a license application with the Mayor and 

Borough Council. An application shall be deemed incomplete, and shall not be 

processed by the Mayor and Borough Council, until all documents and application fees 

are submitted. To be deemed complete, all applications shall be accompanied by the 

following: 

1. A cover letter identifying the applicant, the location of the operation, and date 

it received an award of the license by the State;  

2. A copy of the license awarded by the State;  

3. A copy of the resolution of support received from the Borough;  

4. The applicant shall submit proof that the applicant has or will have lawful 

possession of the premises proposed for the cannabis establishment, which 

proof may consist of: a deed, a lease, a real estate contract contingent upon 

successful licensing, or a binding letter of intent by the owner of the premises 

indicating an intent to lease the premises to the entrant contingent upon 

successful licensing. 

5. The applicant shall submit an affidavit and documentary proof of compliance 

with all state and local laws regarding affirmative action, anti-discrimination 

and fair employment practices. The applicant shall also certify under oath that 

they will not and shall not discriminate based on race, color, religion (creed), 

gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital 

status, sexual orientation, or military status, in any of its activities or operations. 

6. The location proposed for licensing by the applicant shall comply with all 

applicable municipal zoning laws and the location restrictions set forth in this 

Code. 



 

7. The applicant shall submit, to the satisfaction of the Mayor and Borough 

Council, proof of financial capability to open and operate the marijuana 

establishment for which the applicant is seeking a license. Standards for proof 

of financial capability shall be determined by the Mayor and Borough Council. 

8. The applicant shall submit all required nonrefundable fees for the application 

and conditional license in accordance with the following fee schedule: 

(a) Class I: Cannabis Cultivation license: $15,000.00 

(b) Class II:  Cannabis Manufacturing license: $15,000.00 

(c) Class III:  Cannabis Wholesale: $15,000.00 

 

Microbusinesses shall submit a nonrefundable fee of $12,500.00.  

 

9. The applicant shall submit all annual registration fees required in accordance 

with the following fee schedule, which shall be refunded in the event the 

applicant does not receive a license: 

(a) Class I: Cannabis Cultivation license: $15,000.00 

(b) Class II:  Cannabis Manufacturing license: $15,000.00 

(c) Class III:  Cannabis Wholesale license: $15,000.00 

 

Microbusinesses shall submit a nonrefundable fee of $12,500.00.  

 

10. In addition to complying with any State requirement related to good character 

and criminal background, any person proposed to have an ownership interest in 

the license shall not have had any cannabis license or permit revoked for a 

violation affecting public safety in the State of New Jersey or a subdivision 

thereof within the preceding five (5) years. 

11. The applicant and the application shall otherwise comply with any, and all 

qualification standards set forth in the State and Borough laws or regulations. 

e. Term of license and license renewals. 

1. Any local license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be valid for a period of 

one (1) year from the date of issuance and shall be renewed in accordance with 

the provisions of this Chapter. 

2. The Mayor and Borough Council may, at its discretion, adjust the renewal date 

of the local license to correlate with an applicant's State licensing and renewal 

schedule. 

3. Renewal of any license shall be governed by any code amendments, additional 

restrictions or changes in regulations adopted since the previous license was 

issued or renewed. 

4. Transfer of ownership of any local license, expansion of any licensed 

establishment, or change of location of any license shall be subject to Borough 

Planning review and zoning approval. 



 

5. Except where the Mayor and Borough Council has received a complete renewal 

application along with the requisite fees, and has issued a license renewal, it 

shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, sell, distribute, transfer, 

transport, or otherwise remove cannabis or cannabis products from the premises 

of any license after the expiration date recorded on the face of the license. 

SECTION II. 

§255-14. Disciplinary Actions, Sanctions and Penalties. 

 

a. Disciplinary actions. Procedures for investigation of license violations and for 

suspension, revocation, or other licensing sanctions as a result of any such violation 

shall be as follows: 

1. First offense: Up to $1,000 per violation per day; 

2. Second offense: Up to $5,000 per violation per day; 

3. Third violation shall result in summary suspension. 

b. Summary suspension. Notwithstanding the foregoing section, when the Mayor and 

Borough Council has reasonable grounds to believe that a licensee has engaged in 

deliberate and willful violation of any applicable law or regulation, or that the public 

health, safety, and/or general welfare has been jeopardized and requires emergency 

action, the Mayor and Borough Council may enter a summary suspension order for the 

immediate suspension of such license pending further investigation. 

1. The summary suspension order shall be in writing and shall State the reasons 

therefore.  The licensee shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing as 

outlined herein. 

2. The Mayor and Borough Council shall convene a review panel consisting of the 

Administrator, a second administrative officer designated by the Mayor, and 

the Chief of Police. The hearing shall be scheduled within 30 days of the date 

of the order.  

3. The review panel is authorized to impose any fines, conditions, restrictions, 

suspensions, or combination thereof authorized by the State of New Jersey. In 

the absence of State specified penalties, the Borough may issue fines up to, but 

not to exceed, $2,500 per offense and/or suspension of license for a period not 

to exceed 6 months.  

c. Inactive licenses. Following the commencement of retail sales of cannabis or cannabis 

products, the Mayor and Borough Council may suspend or revoke any license if the 

licensed premises have been inactive or unoccupied by the licensee for at least 6 

months.  

d. State license. The Mayor and Borough Council may suspend or revoke any license if 

the corresponding State license or permit for the subject location is expired, 

surrendered, suspended, or revoked. 

 



 

SECTION III. 

 

Any article, section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or other provision of the Ridgefield 

Borough Code inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance is hereby repealed to the extent 

of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION IV. 

  

If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision of this ordinance shall be adjudged 

by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the 

section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision so adjudged, and the remainder of this 

ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 

SECTION V. 

 

This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and publication and filing with the Bergen 

County Planning Board, and as otherwise provided for by law. 

 

SECTION VI. 

  

All other parts, portions and provisions of the Borough of Ridgefield Code, be and the  same, 

are hereby ratified and confirmed, except where inconsistent with the terms hereof. In the event 

of any such inconsistency, the terms of this Ordinance shall be deemed to govern. 

 

SECTION VII. 

 

The terms of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable; should any part, portion or 

provision hereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional, said finding shall not affect any other 

part,  portion or provision thereof. 

 

SECTION VIII 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication according to 

law. 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2443 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled, 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 375 ARTICLE III ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING PARKING PLACE” 

 

introduced on the 12th day of September, 2022, do now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance 

be further considered for final passage a regular meeting to be held on the 26th day of September, 

2022 at 7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached at a regular meeting of the 

Borough Council to be held at the Municipal Complex, 700 Shaler Boulevard and that at such time 

and place, all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, that the 

Borough Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to publish in The Record, a newspaper 

circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield said Ordinance according to law, with a notice of its 

introduction and passage on first reading, and of the time and place when and where said Ordinance 

will be further considered for final passage. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2443 

 

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 375 ARTICLE III ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING PARKING PLACE” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield as follows: 

 

Section I:  

 

 Section 375-10 of Article III, Chapter 375 of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield shall 

be deleted in it’s entirety and replaced with the following: 

 

375-10. No Parking 

 

No person shall park a vehicle in the parking place maintained by the Borough of Ridgefield at the 

Municipal Building at any time, of any day, except while conducting business at said Municipal 

Building or during public meetings, except members of the governing body, persons holding office 

or appointive position thereunder or employees thereof who are actually employed in said 

Municipal Building and members of the Ridgefield Police Department. All employees of the 

Borough of Ridgefield shall park in designated spaces.  There shall be no overnight parking. 

 

Section II: 

 

 Any article, section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or other provision of the Code of the 

Borough of Ridgefield inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance is hereby repealed as to 

said inconsistencies and conflicts. 

 

Section III:  

 

If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be 

adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to 

the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision so adjudged, and the remainder of this 

ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section IV: 

 

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to 

law. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Dorsett 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 199-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

HOPE KOLOSZUK 

 

be hired as a temporary part-time employee to pack and file Planning Board records effective 

August 23, 2022 at the hourly rate of $16.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilwoman Larkin 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 200-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that  

 

ANTONIO PALMIERI 

 

be hired as a full-time Sanitation employee effective September 15, 2022 at the annual salary of 

$35,000.00; and 

 

FERNANDO ROSPIGLIOSI 

 

be hired as a part-time DPW/Sanitation employee effective September 13, 2022 at the rate of 

$16.00 per hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Dorsett 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 201-2022 

 

WHEREAS, the property known and designated as Block 503, Lot 1, commonly known as 

the “Pfister Property”, has previously been declared by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield to be an area in need of redevelopment; and 

 

WHEREAS, a redevelopment plan for the site has not been adopted; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that a redevelopment plan for the property be adopted by the 

Mayor and Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wishes to engage DMR Architects, the Borough 

Planner, to prepare a redevelopment plan for review and adoption by the Mayor and Council as to 

the Pfister Property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the developer of the Pfister Property has entered into an Interim Cost 

Agreement with the Borough of Ridgefield to cover costs incurred by the Borough in connection 

with review of the developer’s request as to the adoption of a redevelopment plan and the 

negotiation and execution of a pilot agreement with the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the charges of DMR Architects are properly payable under that Interim Cost 

Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, DMR Architects has prepared a proposal dated August 24, 2022 to cover the 

cost of the redevelopment plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, this proposal is awarded under DMR Architect’s appointment as the 

Borough’s professional planner and under the professional services agreement awarded to DMR 

Architects in January 2022; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that the attached proposal from the Borough’s Professional Planners DMR Architects 

be and hereby is approved; and the Mayor and the Borough Clerk be and hereby are authorized 

and directed to execute same on behalf of the Borough. The charges incurred hereunder should be 

billed to the escrow account established by the developer under the Interim Cost Agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 











 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Kontolios 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 202-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

SUSAN ABERNATHY 

GUS ARROCHO 

DOMENICA BLUM 

REINALDO BOZAN 

ANTONIO CANCIAN 

MARITZA CEDENO 

JOHN CONSOLI 

JOANNE DOBRZYNSKI 

IVAN DONADIC 

CAMILLE FRUSCIANTE 

SILCA GAUDIOSI 

DAWN GIANTONIO 

SIN WOO HA 

MARY KUDUFIA-AGBEMAVI 

MADELINE KULHAN 

BENNY LIO 

KEITH MULRY 

JOAN OLIVER 

GIUSEPPE SANTILLO 

GARY SARGENT 

PHILOMENIA TRUES 

BERNADETTE WEIR 

 

be appointed as Crossing Guards for the 2022-2023 School Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 203-2022 

 

WHEREAS, Dalwin Garcia, representing 156 Mill Street Holdings, LLC, have deposited 

a check in the amount of $7,730.75 into the Suspense Account for the redemption and subsequent 

taxes of Tax Lien # 22-010, Block 3304 Lot 15, further known as 402 Morse Ave., sold to 

DIANNE CLEMENTE and whereas $51,000.00 was deposited into the Trust Account for the 

premium at the time of tax sale.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that the Chief Financial Officer be and he is hereby authorized to issue and sign a check 

in the amount of $7,730.75 from the Suspense Account and a check for $51,000.00 from the Trust 

Account.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the check in the amount of $7,730.75 be drawn on the 

Borough of Ridgefield Suspense Account 01-2999 and the check in the amount of $51,000.00 be 

drawn on the Borough of Ridgefield Trust Account 03-2950 and be made payable to:  DIANNE 

CLEMENTE and be mailed to P.O. BOX 141, Wyckoff, NJ 07481.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli                                     

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Mayor Anthony R. Suarez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 204-2022 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council appoints 

 

BENJAMIN B. CHOI 

 

as Municipal Court Magistrate for a 30 day holdover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 205-2022 

 

WHEREAS, on July 11, 2022, the Mayor and Council passed Resolution No. 185-2022 

which appointed Mourad Elayan (hereinafter “Elayan”) as redeveloper/purchaser in connection 

with the redevelopment of the property commonly known as 604 Broad Avenue, Ridgefield, New 

Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, following that designation, Elayan has indicated that his proposal was 

mistaken and he is not able to honor same; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that the prior designation of Mourad Elayan as redeveloper/purchaser in connection 

with the redevelopment of property commonly known as 604 Broad Avenue, Ridgefield, New 

Jersey, be and hereby is rescinded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 206-2022 

 

WHEREAS, in 2020 New Jersey voters approved Public Question No. 1, which 

amended the New Jersey Constitution to allow for the legalization of a controlled form 

of marijuana called “cannabis” for adults at least 21 years of age; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2021, Governor Murphy signed into law P.L. 2021, 

c.16, known as the "New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory, Enforcement Assistance, and 

Marketplace Modernization Act" (the "Act"), which legalizes the recreational use of 

marijuana by adults 21 years of age or older, and establishes a comprehensive 

regulatory and licensing scheme for commercial recreational (adult use) cannabis 

operations, use and possession; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Act establishes six (6) marketplace classes of licensed 

cannabis businesses, specifically including a Class 1 Cannabis Cultivation license; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 31a of the Act authorizes municipalities to adopt by 

ordinance the number of Class 1 Cannabis Cultivation licenses that will be available 

in a municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 28, 2022 the Borough of Ridgefield adopted 

Ordinance #2425 (the “Ordinance”), which established that 2 Class 1 Cannabis 

Cultivation licenses would be available for a cannabis establishment to operate within 

the Borough of Ridgefield; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ordinance further established that the Cannabis licensee 

would be required to site his, her or its establishment within a designated area of the 

Borough of Ridgefield; and 

 

WHEREAS, following the adoption of the Ordinance, the Borough of 

Ridgefield received a substantial number of inquiries from prospective licensees 

regarding the process for obtaining municipal support for a  Cannabis  establishment 

to operate within the Borough of Ridgefield, and  in  response  the Borough of 

Ridgefield asked all those who had so inquired to provide  the Borough of Ridgefield 

with information  that would allow it to conclude that a prospective licensee is ready, 

willing and able to operate a successful and safe cannabis business within the 

Borough of Ridgefield; and 

 

 



 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield received a number of responses and upon 

review of same, the Borough Council is prepared to issue a resolution of municipal 

support to the prospective licensee as named herein. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Ridgefield, in the County of Bergen, in State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if restated herein in full. 

 

2. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield find and determine that 

The Smiling Bud, LLC has presented the Borough of Ridgefield with sufficient 

evidence that if it is granted a Class 1 Cannabis Cultivation License, it will 

have control of a lawful site within an approved zone, and further has provided 

documentation reflecting that it is ready, willing and able to operate a 

successful and safe cannabis business within the Borough of Ridgefield.  

 

3. The Borough of Ridgefield has set a limit of 2 of Class 1 Cannabis Cultivation 

licenses under the Ordinance. The issuance of a Class 1 Cannabis Cultivation license 

to The Smiling Bud, LLC by the Cannabis Regulatory Commission would not exceed 

that limit. 

 

4. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield formally express their 

support for The Smiling Bud, LLC with respect to its application to the New 

Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission for a Class 1 Cannabis Cultivation 

Cannabis License.  

 

5. Nothing in this Resolution shall preclude the Mayor and Council from issuing 

additional resolutions of municipal support to other applicants, to the extent 

that may be permissible under the regulations promulgated by the Cannabis 

Regulatory Commission, nor shall it limit the Mayor and Council's authority 

with respect to any request for input from the Cannabis Regulatory 

Commission as to their preferred licensee.  

 

6. Nothing in this Resolution is intended to affirm that The Smiling Bud, LLC 

will ultimately be granted a license from the Borough of Ridgefield to operate 

a cannabis business within the Borough of Ridgefield, as evidence of 

compliance with the Borough of Ridgefield's laws and regulations will be 

required to be                       demonstrated by the applicant at the appropriate time. 

 

7. A certified copy of this resolution shall be provided to the appropriate 

representatives of The Smiling Bud, LLC. 

 

8. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Kontolios 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 207-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

JOHN BIGGIANI 

ANDREW BOREK 

JI WON CHA 

JOSEPH KOONCE 

MICHAEL LEON 

KEVIN ORTIZ 

ELMIN MUSIC 

AARON NAZIR 

AMIR QANDEEL 

JOSEPH VILCA 

 

be appointed as Special Police Officers for the remainder of calendar year 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilwoman Larkin 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 208-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

SCOTT RUSSO 

 

be appointed as an A2 Rent Leveling Commission member for the remainder of calendar year 

2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 209-2022 

 

WHEREAS, Wolf Creek forms a portion of the municipal boundary between the Boroughs 

of Ridgefield and Fairview; and 

 

WHEREAS, Wolf Creek receives runoff from several municipalities in the area, including 

Ridgefield, Cliffside Park, Palisades Park, Fort Lee and Fairview; and 

 

WHEREAS, during periods of heavy rain, the Wolf Creek overtops its banks due to the 

high flows and debris, fallen trees, and tree branches that have fallen into the stream channel 

reduces the stream’s flow capacity; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Boroughs of Ridgefield and Fairview have been attempting to obtain 

assistance from the County of Bergen on this matter and have been informed that the County of 

Bergen is unable to assist at this time; and 

 

WHEREAS, conditions in the stream have deteriorated to a point where action is needed 

to maintain flow conditions, and the Boroughs of Ridgefield and Fairview both have an interest to 

protect the residents in the area from the potential flooding; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that the Borough is hereby authorized to enter into an interlocal agreement with the 

Borough of Fairview to retain a contractor to perform the debris removal work; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Ridgefield work in conjunction with 

the Borough of Fairview by utilizing in-house Borough forces to the extent available to expedite 

the work and properly manage costs; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk be and hereby are 

authorized to execute on behalf of the Borough of Ridgefield any agreement as necessary to 

advance the project, subject to the reasonable approval of that agreement by the Borough Attorney 

and subject to the availability of funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Kontolios 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 210-2022 

 

WHEREAS, the Ridgefield Board of Education has a need for the services of Class III 

Special Law Enforcement Officers to work in the school district; and 

 

WHEREAS, Class Three Special Law Enforcement Officers must be qualified and 

employed by the local police department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties have negotiated the terms and provisions of a certain Interlocal 

Services Agreement by which the Borough would hire and employ up to five (5) part-time Class 

III Special Law Enforcement Officers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Class Three Special Law Enforcement Officers would be deployed in the 

Ridgefield School District, and the costs of same would be allocated by and between the parties as 

set forth in the attached agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, such an agreement would be in the best interests of both the Borough of 

Ridgefield and the Board of Education; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed 

to enter into an Interlocal Services Agreement with the Ridgefield Board of Education in the form 

as attached hereto, and further that a copy of the agreement be forwarded to the Division of Local 

Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs for informational purposes once it 

has been fully executed by both parties. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the approval of this Interlocal Services Agreement is 

contingent upon its acceptance and execution by the Ridgefield Board of Education within thirty 

(30) days of the date of adoption of this Resolution. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall forward a copy of this 

Resolution once adopted, to the Secretary of the Ridgefield Board of Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 

 

 This INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) date this _____ day of 

September 2022 by and between the RIDGEFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION, a duly authorized 

New Jersey School District (hereinafter referred to as “Ridgefield School District”) and the 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, a duly authorized New Jersey municipality (hereinafter referred 

to as (“Borough”). 

1. Statutory Authorization: N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1, et seq., the “Uniform Shared 

Services and Consolidation Act,” authorizes interlocal shared service agreements.  

2. Background of Agreement and Term:  The Ridgefield Board of Education 

operates the public schools within the Borough of Ridgefield, Bergen County, New 

Jersey (the “Schools”).  The Ridgefield School District and the Borough of 

Ridgefield have agreed to have up to two (2) part-time special police officers 

employed by the Borough of Ridgefield (as defined in paragraph 5 below) assigned 

to the Schools between the period of September 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. 

3. Assignment of Officer:  The Borough will assign up to two (2) part-time, Class III 

Special Law Enforcement Officers (“SLEO III”) to the Ridgefield School District 

during the Term of this Agreement, with each such officer being assigned security 

duties for not less than 15 minutes prior to the commencement of the pupils’ school 

day in the school building to which s/he is assigned and continuing for not less than 

15 minutes following the conclusion of the pupils’ school day in the school building 

to which s/he is assigned.  All reasonable efforts will be made by the Borough to 

ensure that coverage will be provided on a daily basis, when schools are in session, 



 

during such hours. If the Board elects, and the Borough solely hires one (1) SLEO 

III, the parties understand that if that officer is sick or otherwise unable to come to 

work, there will most likely be no replacement. If the post will remain vacant during 

a school day, the Chief of Police shall notify the Superintendent of Schools prior to 

the commencement of the school day. 

4. Selection of Officer:  Any officer to be assigned must be certified by a New Jersey 

Police Training Commission and meet other requirements specified by the Job 

Description on file with the Borough of Ridgefield and the Board of Education 

entitled “Class III/School Resource Officer.”   

5. Borough of Ridgefield’s Responsibilities:  The Borough of Ridgefield will hire 

and/or maintain sufficient staff (defined for purposes of this Agreement as at least 

one (1) part-time SLEO III) to provide the Ridgefield School District with school 

security services for the duration of this agreement.  If a SLEO III is not available, 

then the Borough may provide the services of a properly-trained and certified, part-

time School Resource Officer whose hours shall not exceed 29 per week, and who 

shall not be eligible for or entitled to health benefits by the Board of Education. 

Any School Resource Officer provided by the Borough shall provide services in 

accordance with this Agreement and shall be compensated in accordance with 

Paragraph 8. The parties acknowledge and agree that the SLEO III will be an 

employee of the Borough of Ridgefield and not the Ridgefield Board of Education. 

The SLEO III shall perform his or her services consistent with Section 7 of the June 

20, 2018 General Order Directive issued by Chief Thomas J. Gallagher, which is 

attached hereto and incorporated herein.  The Borough of Ridgefield will provide 



 

one (1) 800 MHz radio and any other necessary equipment for communication 

between each SLEO/School Resource Officer and the Borough of Ridgefield Police 

Department. 

6. Duties, Chain of Command and Authority of the Special Police Officer:  The 

duties, chain of command and authority of the Special Police Officer shall be in 

accordance with state law and in accordance with the Ridgefield Police 

departmental directive entitled “Special Law Enforcement Officer Class III dated 

June 20, 2018” and as may be amended and supplemented from time to time. The 

document is incorporated herein by reference. 

7. Employee Compensation and Insurance:  The Borough of Ridgefield shall be 

solely responsible for all liability insurance, worker’s compensation insurance, 

disability insurance, payroll, unemployment, social security, withholding and any 

and all other expenses related to employee compensation, as well as the training, 

hiring, firing and discipline, including all expenses and costs associated therewith. 

8. Payment:  The Ridgefield School District shall pay to the Borough the sum of 

$45,000 for each SLEO III/School Resource Officer as the estimated salary of the 

officer for the 2022-2023 school year for such services based on a school year 

beginning September 1, 2022 and ending on the last day of school in June 2023.  To 

the extent the SLEOIII/School Resource Officer(s) begin work subsequent to 

September 1, the payment of $45,000 will be prorated to reflect the late 

start.  Payment shall be made in monthly installments by or before the first day of 

each month beginning November 1, 2022.  



 

9. Term and Renewal:  The term of this Agreement shall be for ten (10) months, 

commencing on September 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2023, subject to the 

adoption of Resolutions by the Borough of Ridgefield and the Ridgefield Board of 

Education approving the execution of this Agreement. 

The parties may, but are not required, to renew this Agreement upon the expiration 

of the initial term, upon the agreement by both parties.  The terms of this 

Agreement, including payment terms, may be renegotiated for any renewal term.  

The Ridgefield Board of Education shall notify the Borough of Ridgefield if it 

desires to renew this Agreement in writing on or before January 31, 2023.  

10. Termination:  This Agreement may be terminated at any time during the term of 

the Agreement or any renewal term, upon mutual agreement of the Parties.  Absent 

mutual agreement of the parties, the Agreement may only be terminated for just 

cause. For purposes of this Agreement, termination by the Ridgefield School 

District for cause will be permitted if the Borough fails to staff the position for a 

continued and significant period of time, or if the assigned officer shall substantially 

fail to perform the security duties assigned to him under this Agreement.  

11. Insurance and Indemnification:  The Ridgefield Board of Education shall not be 

liable for any negligent, careless, reckless and/or intentional acts or omissions of 

the Borough of Ridgefield, its officers, agents, servants, employee and/or 

representatives. All demands, claims, suits, actions, damages or costs of any nature 

whatsoever, whether for personal injury, property damage or other liability, on 

account of the rendering of any and all services provided pursuant to this 



 

Agreement by the Borough of Ridgefield, it officers, agents, servants, employees 

and/or representatives shall be the responsibility of the Borough. 

It is recognized and understood that the Borough of Ridgefield and the Ridgefield 

Board of Education are members of and participate in the Joint Insurance Fund and 

that this agreement is subject to each party naming the other as an additional insured 

on any appropriate insurance policy each may separately maintain.  Specifically, 

the Borough agrees to name the Ridgefield Board of Education as an additional 

insured for General Liability, and the Ridgefield Board of Education will name the 

Borough of Ridgefield as an additional insured for General Liability.  Upon 

execution of this Agreement, each party shall provide the other with a Certificate 

of Insurance evidencing the above coverage and naming the other as an additional 

insured. 

12. Authorization:  Both the Borough of Ridgefield and the Ridgefield Board of 

Education represent that the execution, delivery and performance of this Agreement 

has been authorized by its respective governing body, that it does not require any 

consent, approval or referendum of the voters, and that it does not violate any 

judgment, order, law or regulation applicable to either party. 

13. NOTICES.  All notices, demands and other communications to be given by either 

party to the other pursuant to this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed 

to have been duly delivered (a) on the date of service if given personally to the party 

to whom notice is to be given, (b) on the date four (4) days after mailing if mailed 

to the party to whom notice is to be given by regular first class mail, (c) on the date 



 

of receipt as evidenced by the signed return receipt card if the notice is given by 

registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid; or (d) on the 

following business day if given by a nationally recognized overnight delivery 

service.  All notices, demands and other communications given hereunder shall be 

property addressed as follows: 

If to the Borough of Ridgefield: 

Borough Clerk 

Municipal Building 

604 Broad Avenue 

Ridgefield, New Jersey 07657 

 

If to the Ridgefield School District 

 

School Business Administrator  

555 Chestnut Street 

Ridgefield, New Jersey 07657 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seal the day and 

year written below. 

 

RIDGEFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

 

By:_______________________________  

 President 

 

  Date: ______________________ 

ATTEST:__________________________ 

 Board Secretary 

 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

 

 

By:_______________________________ 

 Mayor 

 

  Date: ______________________ 

ATTEST:__________________________ 

 Municipal Clerk 



 

 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Kontolios  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 211-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 

 

 

CRAIG LYNCH 

DAVID HILL 

 

 

be appointed as SLEO III for the 2022-2023 School Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting September 12, 2022 
 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 212-2022 

 

WHEREAS, in 2020 New Jersey voters approved Public Question No. 1, which 

amended the New Jersey Constitution to allow for the legalization of a controlled form 

of marijuana called “cannabis” for adults at least 21 years of age; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2021, Governor Murphy signed into law P.L. 2021, 

c.16, known as the "New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory, Enforcement Assistance, and 

Marketplace Modernization Act" (the "Act"), which legalizes the recreational use of 

marijuana by adults 21 years of age or older, and establishes a comprehensive 

regulatory and licensing scheme for commercial recreational (adult use) cannabis 

operations, use and possession; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Act establishes six (6) marketplace classes of licensed 

cannabis businesses, specifically including a Class 2 Cannabis Manufacturing license; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 31a of the Act authorizes municipalities to adopt by 

ordinance the number of Class 2 Cannabis Manufacturing licenses that will be 

available in a municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 28, 2022 the Borough of Ridgefield adopted 

Ordinance #2425 (the “Ordinance”), which established that 2 Class 2 Cannabis 

Manufacturing licenses would be available for a cannabis establishment to operate 

within the Borough of Ridgefield; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ordinance further established that the Cannabis licensee 

would be required to site his, her or its establishment within a designated area of the 

Borough of Ridgefield; and 

 

WHEREAS, following the adoption of the Ordinance, the Borough of 

Ridgefield received a substantial number of inquiries from prospective licensees 

regarding the process for obtaining municipal support for a  Cannabis  establishment 

to operate within the Borough of Ridgefield, and  in  response  the Borough of 

Ridgefield asked all those who had so inquired to provide  the Borough of Ridgefield 

with information  that would allow it to conclude that a prospective licensee is ready, 

willing and able to operate a successful and safe cannabis business within the 

Borough of Ridgefield; and 

 

 



 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield received a number of responses and upon 

review of same, the Borough Council previously issued a resolution of municipal support 

to Budz Lightyear Recreational Grow, LLC; and 

 

WHEREAS, Budz Lightyear Recreational Grow, LLC has requested the name in 

the resolution be amended to The Smiling Bud, LLC; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield has accepted the new name and desires to 

reissue the within resolution changing the name of Budz Lightyear Recreational Grow, 

LLC to The Smiling Bud, LLC. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Ridgefield, in the County of Bergen, in State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The above recitals are hereby incorporated as if restated herein in full. 

 

2. The previous resolution issued in the name of Budz Lightyear Recreational Grow, LLC is 

amended to change the name of Budz Lightyear Recreational Grow, LLC to The Smiling 

Bud, LLC. 

 

3. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield find and determine that 

The Smiling Bud, LLC has presented the Borough of Ridgefield with sufficient 

evidence that if it is granted a Class 2 Cannabis Manufacturing License, it will 

have control of a lawful site within an approved zone, and further has provided 

documentation reflecting that it is ready, willing and able to operate a 

successful and safe cannabis business within the Borough of Ridgefield.  

 

4. The Borough of Ridgefield has set a limit of 2 of Class 2 Cannabis Manufacturing 

licenses under the Ordinance. The issuance of a Class 2 Cannabis Manufacturing 

license to The Smiling Bud, LLC by the Cannabis Regulatory Commission would not 

exceed that limit. 

 

5. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield formally express their 

support for The Smiling Bud, LLC with respect to its application to the New 

Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission for a Class 2 Cannabis 

Manufacturing Cannabis License.  

 

6. Nothing in this Resolution shall preclude the Mayor and Council from issuing 

additional resolutions of municipal support to other applicants, to the extent 

that may be permissible under the regulations promulgated by the Cannabis 

Regulatory Commission, nor shall it limit the Mayor and Council's authority 

with respect to any request for input from the Cannabis Regulatory 

Commission as to their preferred licensee.  

 

7. Nothing in this Resolution is intended to affirm that The Smiling Bud, LLC 

will ultimately be granted a license from the Borough of Ridgefield to operate 



 

a cannabis business within the Borough of Ridgefield, as evidence of 

compliance with the Borough of Ridgefield's laws and regulations will be 

required to be                       demonstrated by the applicant at the appropriate time. 

 

8. A certified copy of this resolution shall be provided to the appropriate 

representatives of The Smiling Bud, LLC. 

 

9. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Kontolios 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 213-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that the hourly 

rate for current crossing guards who have been employed for more than one complete school year 

be increased by $0.25 effective immediately; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any Crossing Guard having worked one complete 

school year shall be entitled to the above increase effective on the anniversary date of their hire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 214-2022 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have 

made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the calendar year ending December 31, 2021 

has been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk as per the 

requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6,and a copy has been received by each member of the governing 

body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey is authorized to prescribe 

reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a regulation requiring that the 

governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the 

State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the 

sections of the annual audit entitled: 

 

General Comments 

Recommendations 

 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum 

the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled: 

 

General Comments 

Recommendations 

 

as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body, and 

 

 WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized 

themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of 

New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local 

Finance Board; and 

 

 WHEREAS, failure to comply with the promulgations of the Local Finance Board of the 

State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions 

of R.S. 52:27BB-52 – to wit: 



 

 

R.S. 52:27BB-52-“A local officer or member of a local governing 

body who, after a date fixed for compliance fails or refuses to obey 

an order of the Director of Local Government Services, under the 

provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, 

upon conviction, may be fined not more than One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in 

addition shall forfeit his office.” 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of the Borough of 

Ridgefield hereby states that it has complied with the promulgation of the Local Finance Board of 

the State of New Jersey dated July 30, 1968 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this 

resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri,  

   Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

GROUP AFFIDAVIT FORM 

RESOLUTION NO. 214-2022 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY ) 

 )  SS.: 

COUNTY OF BERGEN ) 

 

 We, members of the governing body of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of Bergen, of 

full age, being duly sworn according to law, upon our oath depose and say: 

 

1. We are duly elected members of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield. 

 

2. In the performance of our duties, and pursuant to the Local Finance Board 

Regulation, we have familiarized ourselves with the contents of the Annual 

Municipal Audit filed with the Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 for the calendar 

year 2021. 

 

3. We certify that we have personally reviewed and are familiar with, as a minimum, 

the sections of the Annual Report of Audit entitled: 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

____________________________ (L.S.) 

Anthony R. Suarez 

 

____________________________ (L.S.)  ____________________________ (L.S.) 

Russell Castelli   James Kontolios 

 

____________________________ (L.S.)  ____________________________ (L.S.) 

Ray Penabad   Lauren Larkin 

  

____________________________ (L.S.)  ____________________________ (L.S.) 

Hugo Jimenez   Craig Dorsett 

 

 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 

______ day of __________________, 2022 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 215-2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 

Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 

records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 

Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 

funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, and 

which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 

charged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 __________________________________ 

 Francis J. Elenio, 

 Chief Financial Officer 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 

 

Meeting September 12, 2022 

 

Presented by Councilman Jimenez  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 216-2022 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling $6,822,357.59 

be drawn on the following accounts: 

 

  CURRENT $4,554,869.20 

  TRUST $150,984.71 

  CAPITAL $1,972,268.68 

  POOL $143,896.60 

  DOG LICENSE $338.40 

     

  TOTAL $6,822,357.59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ _____________________________ 

Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 

 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 

 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Castelli            

Penabad          

Jimenez                                                            

Kontolios        

Larkin             

Dorsett            

Mayor Suarez   

 


