
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Executive Session and Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
    
Date:      March 8, 2021 
  
Open Public Meetings Statement by 
Mayor Suarez 
 
Public Session to Adjourn to C.T.O.:  
Executive Session:  Adjourn:  
 
Mayor Suarez – Adjournment into closed Executive  
Sessionin accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” 
      
Executive Session: 6:30 P.M. C.T.O.:  
  Adjourn:  
 
Public Session:    7:00 P.M. C.T.O.:  
  Adjourn:  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Invocation  

 
Citizens Comment on Agenda:     
         
Correspondence: 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
All items listed are considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Borough Council and 
will be approved by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a 
Council member(s) so request it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. The one motion signifies the 
adoption of all resolutions and approval of applications and minutes. 
 
105-2021 Councilman Castelli 2020 Recycling Tonnage Grant 
106-2021 Councilman Castelli 2020 Recycling Tonnage Grant Tax Reimbursement 
107-2021 Mayor Suarez Oppose SUEZ Water Petition for Rate Increase 
108-2021 Councilman Kontolios Limousine License Renewal-Nela 
109-2021 Mayor Suarez Appointment to Rent Leveling Commission 
110-2021 Mayor Suarez Women’s History Month 

   ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 
                    Adj. to Ex.         Public                   
  Pres.     Abs.     Pres.      Abs.        
 

Mayor Suarez        
 

Castelli            
Penabad              
Shim                          
Jimenez           
Kontolios       
Larkin             

 

   ROLL CALL-EXEC. SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            
                                     

Castelli               
Penabad              
Shim                   
Jimenez              
Kontolios            
Larkin                 

 



 

111-2021 Mayor Suarez Appoint Recycling Coordinator 
112-2021 Councilman Penabad Authorize to Advertise-RFPs for the Provision of 

Emergency Medical Services 
  
Coin Toss Request: 
Slocum Skewes 8th Grade Class 
Saturday, May 15, 2021 
 
N.J. State Firemen’s Association Membership: 
Frank Amato 
396 Abbott Avenue 
Company 3 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
113-2021 Councilman Jimenez Warrants 
 
 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad           
Shim               
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 
the Mayor and Council. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
        Meeting March 8, 2021 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez  
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular public meeting be adjourned, and that the Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Ridgefield shall meet in a closed Executive Session following a five 
minute recess at the termination of this meeting.  The purpose of the Executive Session shall be 
to discuss the following matters: 
 
____ Personnel matters in various departments of the 
  Borough. 
 
____ Pending and Potential Litigation 

 
____ Tax Court Litigation. 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions in which the 

Borough may engage. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as practicable discussion concerning  
 
____ Personnel matters 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions shall be disclosed 

to the public. 
 
____ And that discussions with the Borough Attorney  

concerning litigation shall be disclosed when said 
litigation is terminated. 

 
Adjournment to Closed Session.  The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reconvene 

into Public Session, if necessary, to take action on Closed Session items. 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_______________________         ________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor         Linda M. Silvestri,  
       Borough Clerk 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad             
Shim                      
Jimenez               
Kontolios           
Larkin       
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting March 8, 2021 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 105-2021 
 

 WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c.102, has 
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to 
encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act 
to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue to expand 
existing programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 
recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 
condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants for 
the calendar year 2020 will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to 
indicate the assent of the Mayor and Council to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the 
requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 
application is properly completed and timely filed; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that the Borough of Ridgefield hereby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage 
grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and designates Mildred 
Rojas to ensure that the application is properly filed; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be 
deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 
 
Approved:  
 
_________________________________   
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
_________________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad           
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting March 8, 2021 

Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 106-2021 
 
 WHEREAS, the Recycling Enhancement Act, P.L. 2007, Chapter 311, has established a 
recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to encourage 
local source separation and recycling programs; and 
  
 WHEREAS, there is levied upon the owner or operator of every solid waste facility (with 
certain exceptions) a recycling tax of $3.00 per ton on all solid waste accepted for disposal or 
transfer at the solid waste facility; and 
  
 WHEREAS, whenever a municipality operates a municipal service system for solid waste 
collection or provides for regular solid waste collection service under a contract awarded 
pursuant to the “Local Public Contracts Law”, the amount of grant monies received by the 
municipality shall not be less than the annual amount of recycling tax paid by the municipality 
except that all grant monies received by the municipality shall be expended only for its recycling 
program; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that the Borough of Ridgefield hereby certifies a submission of expenditure for taxes 
paid pursuant to P.L.2007, Chapter 311, in 2020 in the amount of $13,902.00.  Documentation 
supporting this submission is available at 604 Broad Avenue and shall be maintained for no less 
than five years from this date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad           
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting March 8, 2021 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 107-2021 
 

WHEREAS, SUEZ Water New Jersey has filed a petition for another rate increase of 
approximately 12% with the Board of Public Utilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, this proposed increase will create a hardship on the residents and businesses 
of the Borough of Ridgefield; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield that it hereby goes on record opposing SUEZ Water’s request for a 12% increase in 
its rates and strongly recommends that the Board of Public Utilities deny this increase in rates; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to send 
certified copies of this resolution to Governor Murphy, the State Board of Public Utilities, 
Senator Sarlo and Assemblymen Calabrese and Schaer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad           
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting March 8, 2021 
 

Presented by Councilman Kontolios 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 108-2021 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that a 
Limousine License be issued to: 
  

HAJRI NELA 
 

in accordance with Ordinance No. 1558. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting March 8, 2021 
 
Presented by Mayor Suarez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 109-2021 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough that 
 

PAUL GRIFFIN 
 
be appointed to the Rent Leveling Commission as A1, Alternate for the remainder of calendar 
year 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting March 8, 2021 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 110-2021 
 
 WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class, and ethnic background have made 
historic contributions to the growth and strength of our nation, state, and Borough in countless 
recorded and unrecorded ways; and 
 
 WHEREAS, women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, and 
social role in every sphere of the life; and 
 
 WHEREAS, women have played a unique role throughout history by volunteering and 
establishing charitable, philanthropic, and cultural institutions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage 
and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the 
industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and the peace movement, which create a 
more fair and just society for all; and 
 
 WHEREAS, despite these contributions, the role of women in history has been 
consistently overlooked and undervalued;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that it hereby joins the national celebration of Women’s History Month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting March 8, 2021 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 111-2021 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council appoints: 

 
MILDRED ROJAS 

 
as Recycling Coordinator for an additional 30 day holdover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting March 8, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Penabad 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 112-2021 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that the 
Borough Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to advertise for Request for 
Proposals for the 
 

“PROVISION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad          
Shim              
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 
Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 
records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 
funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, 
and which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 
charged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Francis J. Elenio, 
 Chief Financial Officer 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting March 8, 2021 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 113-2021 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling $604,485.81 
be drawn on the following accounts: 
 
  CURRENT $547,368.10 
  TRUST $36,849.59 
  CAPITAL $20,268.12 
     
  TOTAL $604,485.81 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad           
Shim               
Jimenez           
Kontolios        
Larkin             
Mayor Suarez   

 


	COMMENTS BY MAYOR:
	Comments by Council:
	Respectfully submitted,
	Linda M. Silvestri,

