
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Executive Session and Public Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
    
 
Date:      June 10, 2019 
  
Open Public Meetings Statement by 
Mayor Suarez 
 
Public Session to Adjourn to C.T.O.: 6:31 P.M. 
Executive Session:  Adjourn: 6:32 P.M. 
 
Mayor Suarez – Adjournment into closed Executive  
Session in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” 
 
Executive Session: 6:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 6:32 P.M. 
  Adjourn: 7:19 P.M. 
 
Public Session:    7:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 7:31 P.M. 
  Adjourn: 8:12 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Invocation 

 
Citizens Comment on Agenda:    NONE 
 
Correspondence:   
 
Approval of Minutes of June 6, 2018 Public Session, June 20, 2018 Public Session Meeting, July 
18, 2018 Public Session, August 8, 2018 Public Session, September 5, 2018 Public Session, 
September 19, 2018 Public Session, October 3, 2018 Public Session, October 17, 2018 Public 
Session, November 7, 2018 Public Session, December 19, 2018 Public Session, January 4, 2019 
Sine Die, January 4, 2019 Reorganization, February 11, 2019 Public Session, February 25, 2019 
Public Session, March 11, 2019 Public Session, March 25, 2019 Public Session, April 8, 2019 
Public Session, April 22, 2019 Public Session, May 13, 2019 Public Session, and May 28, 2019 
Public Session Meetings – APPROVED [C/M Castelli abstained from all; C/M Jimenez abstained 
from 6/6/18 and 10/17/18; C/W Larkin abstained from 6/6/18 and 6/20/18; Mayor Suarez yes on 
6/6/18] 
 
 
Presentation of Proclamation to H & Y Mart 
 

   ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 
                    Adj. to Ex.         Public                   
  Pres.     Abs.     Pres.      Abs.        
 

Mayor Suarez       X                        X 
  

Castelli           X                   X 
Penabad          X                   X 
Shim               X                   X  
Jimenez          X                   X 
Kontolios                  X        X         
Larkin             X                  X 

 

   ROLL CALL-EXEC. SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            X 
                                     

Castelli               X 
Penabad              X 
Shim                   X 
Jimenez              X 
Kontolios       6:39 P.M.    
Larkin                X 

 



 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
   
180-2019 Mayor Suarez Community Development Representatives 
181-2019 Councilman Castelli 2019 Lawn Maintenance Agreement 
182-2019 Councilman Castelli Matrix New World Professional Service Contract 
183-2019 Councilman Jimenez Shared Service Agreement with Bergen County for 

Animal Control 
184-2019 Councilman Castelli Appoint Municipal Humane Law Enforcement 

Officer 
185-2019 Councilman Jimenez Correct Resolution Appointing Borough Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
186-2019 Councilman Jimenez Warrants 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 
 
N.J. State Firemen’s Association Membership Application: 
Matthew Bonaguaro   APPROVED 
27 Rosetree Terrace C7 
Company No. 2 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL: 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin            X                 181-2019 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 
 
COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 
 
 
 
Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 
the Mayor and Council. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                    Linda M. Silvestri, 
                                    Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
        Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez  
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular public meeting be adjourned, and that the Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Ridgefield shall meet in a closed Executive Session following a five 
minute recess at the termination of this meeting.  The purpose of the Executive Session shall be to 
discuss the following matters: 
 
____ Personnel matters in various departments of the 
            Borough. 
 
____ Pending and Potential Litigation 

 
____ Tax Court Litigation. 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions in which the 

Borough may engage. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as practicable discussion concerning  
 
____ Personnel matters 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions shall be disclosed 

to the public. 
 
____ And that discussions with the Borough Attorney  

concerning litigation shall be disclosed when said 
litigation is terminated. 

 
Adjournment to Closed Session.  The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reconvene 

into Public Session, if necessary, to take action on Closed Session items. 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_______________________         ________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor         Linda M. Silvestri,  
       Borough Clerk 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Penabad             
Shim                      
Jimenez               
Kontolios           
Larkin       
Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 180-2019 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield has entered into a Three Year Cooperative 
Agreement with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal Services Act (N.J.S.A. 
40A:8A-1 et seq.) and Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that one Municipal Representative be appointed by 
the Mayor and one Representative by appointed by the Governing Body of the community to be 
part of the Community Development Regional Committee for the term of one year coinciding with 
the fiscal year July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor appoints HUGO JIMENEZ as 
his representative and JAMES KONTOLIOS as his alternate and that the Borough Council 
appoints RUSSELL CASTELLI as its representative and RAY PENABAD as its alternate to serve 
on the Community Development Regional Committee for FY2019-2020; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an original, certified copy of this resolution be 
immediately emailed and sent via postage to Robert G. Esposito, Director; Bergen County Division 
of Community Development; One Bergen County Plaza, Fourth Floor; Hackensack, NJ 07601, 
resposito@co.bergen.nj.us as soon as possible and no later than Monday, July 15, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin            X 
Mayor Suarez   

 

mailto:resposito@co.bergen.nj.us


BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 181-2019 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield is in need of Lawn Maintenance Services to be 
performed for the period April 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019, and 
 

WHEREAS, quotes were received in April 2019 to provide the Lawn Maintenance 
Services for the period April 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019, and 
 

WHEREAS, the bid from Bill’s Landscaping and Design, Inc. of 654 Maple Avenue, 
Ridgefield, NJ 07657 in the amount of $26,600 for the year 2019 was the lowest responsible quote 
complying with the terms and specifications on file and is hereby accepted, and  
 

WHEREAS, funds in the amount of $26,600 for the year 2019 are available in the 2019 
Budget under the accounts Landscaping 01-2010-26-3102-020 and Ball Field Maintenance 01-
2010-26-3102-120. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize the 
Agreement with Bill’s Landscaping and Design, Inc. for Lawn Maintenance Services; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized 
to execute the Agreement with Bill’s Landscaping subject to compliance by the vendor with all 
applicable pay to play legislation. 
 
 
 
Approved:   
 
 
_____________________________   
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor   
  
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, 
Borough Clerk 

 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin                                      X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 182-2019 
 

WHEREAS, there is a need for professional Engineering Services to collect the necessary 
information to develop an engineering cost estimate for remediation of the site of the proposed 
municipal complex within the Borough of Ridgefield; and  
  

WHEREAS, Matrix New World Engineering, Land Surveying and Landscape 
Architecture, P.C., 26 Columbia Turnpike, Florham Park NJ 07932 has submitted a proposal dated 
June 6, 2019 for such Engineering Services; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield wishes to award a 

Professional Service Agreement with Matrix New World Engineering, Land Surveying and 
Landscape Architecture, P.C. for Tasks 1 through 15 and Task 16B for an amount not to exceed 
$55,000.00. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk be and hereby are authorized and directed to 
execute the Professional Services Agreement with Matrix New World Engineering, 
Land Surveying and Landscape Architecture, P.C.as required by law subject to 
compliance by the vendor with all applicable pay to play legislation. 

 
2. A notice of this action shall be printed in The Record and/or www.ridgefieldnj.gov.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding is available in the CY2019 budget in the 

Improvement Authorization 04-2140 in an amount not to exceed $55,000.00 as certified by the 
Chief Financial Officer; and that a duly executed copy of this resolution will be filed in the Office 
of the Borough Clerk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin            X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 183-2019 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Bergen has proposed a Shared Services Agreement with the 

Borough of Ridgefield in connection with Animal Control Services within the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Health Officer has reviewed the Shared Services Agreement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Health Officer recommends that the Borough of Ridgefield approve and 
executed the Shared Services Agreement with the County of Bergen as indicated above; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield as follows: 
 

1. The agreement entitled “Public Health Shared Services Agreement”, and attached 
hereto be and is hereby approved. 

 
2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk be and they hereby are authorized and directed to 

execute same on behalf of the Borough of Ridgefield and to forward a copy of same to 
the County of Bergen for execution by that body. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, funds in the amount of $15,996.40 for the year 2019 are 

available in the 2019 Budget under the account 01-2010-27-3402-001 and $16,327.36 for the year 
2020 will be available in the 2020 Temporary Budget. 
 
 
Approved: 
 
__________________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri,  
Borough Clerk 
 

 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin            X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Councilman Castelli 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 184-2019 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 
 

ANDREW O’BRIEN 
 
be appointed Municipal Humane Law Enforcement Officer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin            X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 185-2019 
 

WHEREAS, Stephen F. Pellino, Esq. has served as the Borough Attorney to the Borough 
of Ridgefield since 2011; and 
 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 1-2019 mistakenly indicated the appointment of his firm, 
Basile Birchwale & Pellino, rather than Stephen F. Pellino as the Borough Attorney and 73-2019 
mistakenly indicated Basile Birchwale & Pellino in the Professional Service Agreement rather 
than Stephen F. Pellino; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough now wishes to correct, to the extent necessary, and to clarify that 
the appointment and Professional Service Agreement is for Stephen F. Pellino; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that Resolution No. 1-2019 appointing Basile Birchwale & Pellino as Borough Attorney 
be and hereby is corrected to reflect that Stephen F. Pellino, Esq. of the law firm of Basile 
Birchwale & Pellino, LLP is appointed as Borough Attorney and 73-2019 is corrected to reflect 
the Professional Service Agreement is for Stephen F. Pellino. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin            X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 
Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 
records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 
funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, and 
which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 
charged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Francis J. Elenio, 
 Chief Financial Officer 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting June 10, 2019 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 186-2019 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling $2,223,467.89 
be drawn on the following accounts: 
 
  CURRENT $2,168,819.47 
  TRUST $35,034.05 
  CAPITAL $14,100.00 
  POOL $5,514.37 
     
  TOTAL $2,223,467.89 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli          X 
Penabad         X 
Shim            X 
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Larkin            X 
Mayor Suarez   
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