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BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Sine Die Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
 
Date:      December 30, 2024 
  
Open Public Meetings Statement by 
Mayor Jimenez 
 
Public Session: 7:00 P.M. C.T.O.:    
  Adjourn:  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Citizens Comment on Agenda:     
 
Correspondence: 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
All items listed are considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Borough Council and 
will be approved by one motion. There will be no separate discussion on these items unless a 
Council member(s) so request it, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. The one motion signifies the 
adoption of all resolutions and approval of applications and minutes. 
   
280-2024 CouncilmanKontolios Authorize FY2024 CDBG Grant Agreement 
281-2024 Councilman Kontolios Professional Services-Colliers FY2024 CDBG 

Roadway Improvements 
282-2024 Councilman Kontolios Appoint Special Police Officers 
283-2024 Councilman Kontolios Authorize RFQs 2025 Professionals 
284-2024 Councilman Kontolios Hire DPW Employees 
285-2024 Councilman Kontolios Designation of V&R Developers as Redeveloper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 
    PRESENT     ABSENT 
  

Mayor Jimenez               
                                     

Kontolios             
Ryu                      
Congalton-Hali           

Kim                                              

Ramundo              

Said                      



 

 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
286-2024 Councilman Said Transfer of Appropriations 
287-2024 Councilman Said  Warrants 
 
 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY ADMINISTRATOR: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 
 
 
 
Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 
the Mayor and Council. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Linda M. Silvestri 
 Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting December 30, 2024 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios 

 
REOLUTION NO. 280-2024 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield wishes to 
enter into a Grant Agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $85,350 in 
2024 Community Development Block Grant for Pembroke Way Road Improvements; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Hugo 
Jimenez to be a signatory to aforesaid Grant Agreement; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Frank 
Elenio to sign all county vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council recognizes that the Borough 
of Ridgefield is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement and that 
the liability of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD requirements. 
 
 
 
Approved:   
 
 
 
_____________________________   
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor   
  
 
Attest: 

CERTIFICATION 
Certified to be a true copy of the resolution passed at the 
Mayor and Council meeting of the Borough of Ridgefield 
held on December 30, 2024. 

_____________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, Signed and Sealed 

Borough Clerk 
 
 
 _____________________________________________ 
 Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

 
 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting December 30, 2024 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 281-2024 

 
WHEREAS, there is a need for Professional Engineering Design Services regarding the 

design and construction administration services regarding the Fiscal Year 2024 CDBG Roadway 
Improvement grant for Pembroke Way in the Borough of Ridgefield; and  
 

WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design., 400 Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount 
Arlington, NJ 07856,has submitted a proposal dated August 29, 2024 for such Services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield wishes to award a 
Professional Service Agreement with Colliers Engineering & Design for Professional 
Engineering Design and Bidding Services, as well as for Construction and Grant Administration 
Services for an amount not to exceed $38,000.00 as outlined the August 29, 2024 proposal.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and the Borough Clerk be and hereby are authorized and directed to 
execute the Professional Services Agreement with Colliers Engineering & Design 
as required by law. 

 
2. A notice of this action shall be printed in The Recordand/orwww.ridgefieldnj.gov. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding is available in the 2024 budget in the 

Capital Improvement Authorization Fund 04-2150 in an amount not to exceed $38,000.00 as 
certified by the Chief Financial Officer; and that a duly executed copy of this resolution will be 
filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting December 30, 2024 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 282-2024 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 
 

NAJEY N. ABID 
 

and 
 

AMEER K. JALOUDI 
 
be appointed as Special Police Officers effective January 2, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_________________________         ________________________ 
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor Linda M. Silvestri,  

   Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting December 30, 2024 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 283-2024 

 
WHEREAS, as of January 1, 2006, N.J.S.A. 1944A-20.1 et seq., commonly known as the 

“State Pay to Play Law, enacted by the New Jersey State Legislature became effective; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq., a municipality may not award a 

contract with a value in excess of $17,500.00 to a business entity that has made a contribution 
within one year of the date the contract is to be awarded that is reportable by the recipient under 
P.L. 1973, c.83 (C.19.44A-1 et seq.) to a municipal political party committee in that municipality 
if a member of that party is serving in elective public office when such contract is awarded or to 
any candidate committee of any person who is serving in an elective public office of the 
municipality when such contract is awarded, unless the contract is awarded under a “fair and 
open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  

 
WHEREAS, a “fair and open process” constitutes the following: (1) public advertisement 

of a Request for Qualifications (“RFQ”) with twenty (20) days notice prior to the receipt of 
responses to the RFP; (2) award of contract under a process that provides for public solicitation 
of qualifications; (3) award of contract under publicly disclosed criteria established, in writing, 
by the municipality prior to the solicitation of qualifications; and (4) the municipality shall 
publicly open and announce the qualifications when awarded; and  

 
WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the Borough of Ridgefield (“the Borough”) to 

engage legal, financial, and engineering professionals and to engage the services of other 
individuals for extraordinary unspecifiable services; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to appoint such professionals and services by a “fair 

and open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Ridgefield, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey that RFQs for professional services for 
the following professional services for the Borough are hereby authorized:  

 
1) Affordable Housing Planner and Consultant 
2) Borough Prosecutor 
3) Alternate Public Defender 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all of the RFQs for the professional services and 

extraordinary unspecifiable services as set forth hereinabove shall be prepared and published in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.1 et seq. and all submissions in response shall be evaluated 



 

on the basis of the most advantageous submission, all factors considered, including, but not 
limited to:  

 
1) Experience and reputation in the field  
2) Knowledge of the Borough and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract  
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings of the Borough or Borough 

Agency  
4) Compensation proposal  
5) Any other factors demonstrated to be in the best interest of the Borough or Borough 

Agency.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that on or before January 3, 2025 the Borough Clerk be 
and she is hereby authorized and directed to publish notice of the RFQs for the professional 
services and extraordinary unspecifiable services enumerated above by the following means:  

 
(1) on the Borough’s internet website. (The Borough Clerk is also authorized to publish 

the RFQ documents themselves on the Borough Website); 
(2) on the Borough’s bulletin board at Borough Hall; and 
(3) in The Record, a newspaper circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield.  
 
The notice of RFQs shall include the following:  
1) A description of the requested professional or extraordinary unspecifiable service for 

which the RFQ is made; 
2) A statement that Qualification Statements must be submitted by 11:00 AM on 

January 23, 2025; 
3) A statement that the RFQs are being made by the Borough; 
4) The address and phone number of the Borough Purchasing Agent’s office and a 

statement that applicants may obtain the RFQ document from the Purchasing Agent’s 
office if they cannot obtain the RFQ documents from the Borough’s website; 

5) A statement that the RFQ is being made through a fair and open process in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Purchasing Agent is authorized and directed to 
effectuate the drafting of the RFQs, which shall include the evaluation criteria hereinabove 
stated.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,that the Purchasing Agent or his designee shall publicly 

open and read aloud the submissions responding to the RFQs, including the name of the 
applicant and any other pertinent information on January 23, 2025, at 11:00 AM atBorough Hall.  

 
BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED, that those positions included hereinabove are those 

which the Borough of Ridgefield reasonably believes will be subject to appointment for the year 
2025. However, all such appointments are subject to the availability of funds and the continuing 
needs of the Borough. Accordingly, inclusion of a position in this resolution is not a 



 

representation or warranty that such position will be filled, or that if filled, it will be subject to 
the process contained herein.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Council has determined that the terms 

of this Resolution constitute a fair and open process as to all positions included herein. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_________________________         ________________________ 
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor Linda M. Silvestri,  

   Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting December 30, 2024 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 284-2024 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that 
 

STEVEN SEVERINO 
 

be hired as a full time DPW/Sanitation employee at the annual salary of $35,000 effective 
January 2, 2025; and 

 
NICK RONCHI 

 
be hired as a full timeBorough Hall Maintenance/Janitorial employee at the annual salary of 
$35,000 effective January 2, 2025; and 
 

CARL OST 
 
be hired as a part time Recycling Center Attendant at the hourly rate of $18.00 effective January 
2, 2025; and 
 

NESTOR DELGADO 
 
be hired as a part time DPW employee at the hourly rate of $18.00 effective January 2, 2025. 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri,  
Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

Meeting December 30, 2024 
 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 285-2024 

 
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 160-2019, the Council designated the former Borough 

Hall property located on the real property identified as Block 2801 Lot 1, and commonly known 
as 604 Broad Avenue, as an area-in-need-of-redevelopment pursuant to the Local 
Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. ("Redevelopment Law"); and 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 11, 2020, the Board held a public hearing on a Redevelopment 
Plan, dated January 2020, prepared by DMR Architects, for the former Borough Hall property, 
which recommended that the Council adopt the said Redevelopment Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 24, 2020 and March 9, 2020, the Council held a first and 
second reading of Ordinance No. 2383, respectively, which adopted the Redevelopment Plan for 
the former Borough Hall property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, commencing in May 2022, the Borough sought a redeveloper for the 
Borough Hall Site via the issuance of a request-for-proposals; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council has considered the various redeveloper proposal submissions, 
one of which was V&R Investors, LLC; and 
 
 WHEREAS, separately, the Borough entered into a Settlement Agreement with the Fair 
Share Housing Center (FSHC), dated April 23, 2019, arising out of the litigation entitled, In the 
Matter of the Application of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of Bergen, Docket No. BER-L-
6439-15, which, in-part, obligates the Borough to work with the Bergen County United Way to 
develop a 4-bedroom group home, in partial satisfaction of the Borough’s Third Round 
Affordable Housing obligations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the FSHC Settlement Agreement was accepted by the Honorable Judge 
Farrington, Bergen County Superior Court, and incorporated into the Court’s order filed on July 
12, 2019; and  
 
 WHEREAS, since 2019, certain efforts have been made to locate a property for sale, to 
develop as a 4-bedroom group home, as required by the Court Order; and 
 
 WHEREAS, V&R Investors, LLC, has the real property located at 799 Grand Avenue 
(Block 401 Lot 1) and 1041 Maple Avenue (Block 401 Lot 2) under contract to purchase and via 
negotiations with the Council has committed to subdividing a portion of Grand Avenue / Maple 



 

Avenue property and deeding same to Bergen County United Way for the development of a 4-
bedroom group home to satisfy the Borough’s group home obligation as set forth in the FSHC 
Settlement Agreement / Court Order.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield as follows: 
 

1. The Mayor and Council finds that the designation of V&R Investors, LLC, having a 
business address at 2050 Center Avenue, Suite 410, Fort Lee, N.J. 07024, as the 
redeveloper of the former Borough Hall property (Block 2801 Lot 1, and commonly 
known as 604 Broad Avenue) pursuant to the Redevelopment Law is in the best 
interest of the Borough pursuant to the following material terms:   
(a) Sales Price: Two Million, One Hundred Thousand Dollars and 00/100 cents 

($2,100,000.00) 
(b) The redevelopment of the said Property with a multi-family building consisting 

of: (i) 2-1bedroom supportive housing affordable units; 1-1-bedroom family 
affordable housing units; 2-2-bedroom family affordable housing units; 1-3-
bedroom family affordable housing units; 9-1-bedroom market rate units; and  
17 – 2-bedroom market rate units with 48 on-site parking spaces.  

The foregoing is subject to a fully negotiated purchase-sale agreement to be executed 
by the Borough and V&R Investors, LLC. 

 
2. The Mayor and Council finds that in consideration of V&R Investors, LLC providing 

land to the Bergen County United Way, for the consideration of One Dollar, for the 
development of a 4-bedroom group home at 799 Grand Avenue (Block 401 Lot 1) 
and 1041 Maple Avenue (Block 401 Lot 2), which will allow the Borough to partially 
satisfy its Settlement Agreement with FSHC and partially come into compliance with 
the Bergen County Superior Court Order filed under Docket No. BER-L-6439-15, the 
Borough will allow the redevelopment of the balance of the Grand Avenue / Maple 
Avenue site by V&R Investors, LLC as follows: (i) 7 – 1-bedroom units; and 14 – 2-
bedroom units with 36 on-site parking spaces.  The Group Home (5 beds) will have a 
second floor for two supportive units.  The foregoing is subject to a fully negotiated 
purchase-sale agreement to be executed by the Borough and V&R Investors, LLC for 
the Borough Hall property. 
 

3. The affordable housing obligations arising out of the redevelopment of the former 
Borough Hall property and the Grand Avenue / Maple Avenue property will be fully 
satisfied on-site.  

 
4. In the event that the Redevelopment Plan for the former Borough Hall property 

requires amendment to allow for the redevelopment of the subject Property pursuant 
to item 1.b hereinabove, the Mayor and Council hereby directs the Planning Board of 
the Borough of Ridgefield, pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:12A-7.f, to amend the 
Redevelopment Plan in accordance with the procedures set forth in N.J.S.A.40A:12A 
et seq. 

 



 

5. The Mayor and Council shall cause the Planning Board of the Borough of Ridgefield 
to consider an amendment to the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan of the 
Borough’s Master Plan to allow for the redevelopment of the Grand Avenue / Maple 
Avenue property as set forth in item 2.b hereinabove.  The Mayor and Council will 
amend the zoning for the said Property thereafter. 

 
6. The commitment to V&R Investors, LLC as set forth in item 1 and 2, hereinabove, is 

subject to approval by the Affordable Housing Special Master appointed by the 
Superior Court, the Superior Court itself and / or FSHC, as may be applicable. 
 

7. The Mayor and Council hereby authorizes the Borough Counsel to commence 
negotiations with counsel for V&R Investors, to be assisted by the Borough’s Planner 
and the Borough’s Affordable Housing Planner, as may be required, and to draft the 
following documents: (i) purchase and sales agreement for the former Borough Hall 
property; and (ii) redevelopment agreement for the former Borough Hall property; as 
well as a redevelopment agreement with V&R Investors and the Bergen County 
United Way for the Grand Avenue / Maple Avenue Property.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________         ____________________________ 
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor Linda M. Silvestri,  

   Borough Clerk 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I, Linda M. Silvestri, the Borough Clerk, of the 
Borough of Ridgefield hereby certify that at a 
meeting of the Governing Body held on December 
30, 2024 the above Resolution was duly adopted. 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, 
Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
        Meeting December 30, 2024 

 
Presented by Councilman Said 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 286-2024 
Transfer Resolution #2 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 allows appropriation transfers during the last two months 
of the calendar year should it become necessary to expend for any of the purposes specified in 
the budget an amount in excess of the respective sums appropriated therefor and there shall an 
excess in any appropriations over and above the amount deemed to be necessary to fulfill the 
purpose of such appropriation, the governing body may, by resolution setting forth the facts, 
adopted by not less than two thirds vote of the full membership thereof, transfer the amount of 
such excess to those appropriations deemed to be insufficient; no transfers may be made to 
appropriations for contingent expenses or deferred charges. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield are desirous of 
executing such transfers: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that the Chief Financial Officer is herewith directed to execute the following Calendar 
Year 2024 budget appropriation transfers: 
 



 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_________________________         ________________________ 
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor Linda M. Silvestri,  

   Borough Clerk 
 

CURRENT FUND  FROM  TO 
Mayor & Council S/W 750.00     
Municipal Clerk S/W 1,400.00
Financial Administration S/W 400.00
Information Technology S/W 2,300.00
Information Technology 3,000.00
Collection of Taxes S/W 700.00
Planning Board O/E 1,000.00
Construction Code Official O/E 200.00
Police S/W 70,902.43
Fire Dept Clothing Allowance 4,400.00
Fire Prevention S/W 1,800.00
Health Officer S/W 3,000.00
Youth Commission S/W 485.00
Municipal Court S/W 660.00
Municipal Court O/E 3,200.00
Municipal Clerk O/E 1,400.00      
Engineering Cost O/E 6,000.00      
Construction Code Official S/W 959.07        
Insurance - Employees Health 4,100.00      
Fire Prevention O/E 1,350.00      
Parks & Recreation S/W 70,000.00
Community Center S/W 711.02
Social Security System 9,677.34
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The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 
Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 
records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 
funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, 
and which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 
charged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Francis J. Elenio, 
 Chief Financial Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting December 30, 2024 

 
Presented by CouncilmanSaid  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 287-2024 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling $892,125.82 
be drawn on the following accounts: 
 
  CURRENT $876,756.55 
  TRUST $4,135.23 
  CAPITAL $10,916.04 
  DOG LICENSE $18.00 
  COAH $300.00 
     
  TOTAL $892,125.82 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_________________________         ________________________ 
Hugo Jimenez, Mayor Linda M. Silvestri,  

   Borough Clerk 
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