
 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Work Session, Executive Session and Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
    
 
Date:      April 19, 2017 
  
Open Public Meetings Statement by 
Mayor Suarez 
 
Work Session: 6:00 P.M. C.T.O.: 6:01 P.M. 
  Adjourn:  6:32 P.M. 
  
• J. Quaregna Presentation Ridgefield Birthday Celebration 

 
Mayor Suarez – Adjournment into closed Executive  
Session in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act” 
 
Executive Session: 6:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 6:34 P.M. 
  Adjourn: 7:26 P.M. 
 
Public Session:    7:30 P.M. C.T.O.: 7:32 P.M. 
  Adjourn: 9:04 P.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Invocation: 
 
Citizens Comment on Agenda:    NONE 
 
Correspondence:   
 
Approval of Minutes of for January 18, 2017 Public Session,  
February 1, 2017 Public Session, February 15, 2017 Work Session, and February 15, 2017 
Public Session Meetings – APPROVED (H. Jimenez abstained from February 15 Minutes) 
 
 
115-2017 Mayor Suarez Proclamation -Women’s History Month 
 
 
As advertised, hearing will be held on Ordinance No. 2320 entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 27A OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
ENTITLED “EMERGENCY SERVICES” 
 

  ROLL CALL-WORK SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            X 
                                     

Castelli               X 
Acosta                X 
Penabad              X 
Shim                   X 
Jimenez              X                         
Kontolios           X 

    ROLL CALL-EXEC. SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            X 
                                     

Castelli               X 
Acosta                X 
Penabad              X 
Shim                   X 
Jimenez              X                          
Kontolios            X 

   ROLL CALL-PUBLIC SESSION 
  PRESENT    ABSENT 
 

Mayor Suarez            X 
                                     

Castelli               X 
Acosta                X 
Penabad              X 
Shim                   X 
Jimenez              X                         
Kontolios           X 

 



 

Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared open 
  
Public Hearing  
 
Entertain motion to declare the time for the public hearing to be declared closed 
 
Final Reading of Ordinance 
 
Roll Call 
 
 
Introduction of Ordinance No. 2321 entitled, “BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $230,000 
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $219,047 IN BONDS OR NOTES TO 
FINANCE ALL OR PART OF THE COST THEREOF” 
 
First Reading of Ordinance 
 
Roll Call 
 
 
Introduction of Ordinance No. 2322 entitled, "AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A 
COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN” 
 
First Reading of Ordinance 
 
Roll Call 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
   
116-2017 Mayor Suarez Oppose Community Development Block Grant Cuts 
117-2017 Councilman Jimenez Dedication by Rider-Clean Communities Donations 
118-2017 Councilman Acosta Limousine License Renewal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
119-2017 Councilman Jimenez Warrants 
120-2017 Councilman Jimenez Engage EConsult Solutions as Experts - Declaratory  
  Judgment Affordable Housing Litigation 
121-2017 Councilman Acosta Endorse the Recommendation of Relaxing  
  Enforcement of Curfew for Carnival 
 
 
COMMENTS BY MAYOR: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCILMEN: 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY CITIZENS:  (All speakers are limited to five minutes maximum per meeting) 
 
 
 
 
Agenda subject to change as a result of matters not known at time of printing with the consent of 
the Mayor and Council. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                    Linda M. Silvestri, 
                                    Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 

Bergen County, New Jersey 
 

        Meeting April 19, 2017 
   
Presented by Mayor Suarez  
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular public meeting be adjourned, and that the Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of Ridgefield shall meet in a closed Executive Session following a five 
minute recess at the termination of this meeting.  The purpose of the Executive Session shall be to 
discuss the following matters: 
 
____ Personnel matters in various departments of the 
            Borough. 
 
____ Pending and Potential Litigation 

 
____ Tax Court Litigation. 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions in which the 

Borough may engage. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as soon as practicable discussion concerning  
 
____ Personnel matters 
 
____ Potential real estate transactions shall be disclosed 

to the public. 
 
____ And that discussions with the Borough Attorney  

concerning litigation shall be disclosed when said 
litigation is terminated. 

 
Adjournment to Closed Session.  The Mayor and Council reserve the right to reconvene 

into Public Session, if necessary, to take action on Closed Session items. 
 
 
 
Approved:                       Attest: 
 
 
_______________________         ________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor         Linda M. Silvestri,  
       Borough Clerk 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli            
Acosta             
Penabad           
Shim                
Jimenez                
Kontolios         
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

Presented by Mayor Suarez 
 

Proclamation 
RESOLUTION NO. 115-2017 

 
 WHEREAS, New Jersey women of every race, class, and ethnic background have made 
historic contributions to the growth and strength of our nation, state, and Borough in countless 
recorded and unrecorded ways; and 
 
 WHEREAS, women have played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, and 
social role in every sphere of the life; and 
 
 WHEREAS, women have played a unique role throughout the history by volunteering and 
establishing charitable, philanthropic, and cultural institutions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage 
and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the 
industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and the peace movement, which create a 
more fair and just society for all; and 
 
 WHEREAS, despite these contributions, the role of women in history has been consistently 
overlooked and undervalued;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that it hereby joins the national celebration of Women’s History Month; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby recognizes and 
congratulates the honorees here tonight for their distinguished service to our community. 
 
Approved: 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
_____________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, 
Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2320 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled, 

 
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27A OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

RIDGEFIELD ENTITLED “EMERGENCY SERVICES” 
 
introduced on the 5th day of April 2017, do now pass a final reading and be adopted, and that the 
Borough Clerk be and she is authorized and directed to publish once, the aforesaid title, together 
with a notice of the date of its passage on final reading and approval thereof in The Record, a 
newspaper circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 5, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2320 
 

 “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27A OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
RIDGEFIELD ENTITLED “EMERGENCY SERVICES” 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield as follows: 

 
 Section I: 
 
 Chapter 27A of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield entitled “Emergency Services” be 
and hereby is amended as follows: 
 
 1. Section 27A-3C is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

C. All patients, whether or not a legal domiciliary of the Borough of Ridgefield, and/or 
their financially responsible parties, insurers or carriers, will be billed for emergency 
medical and ambulance transport services provided by the Borough of Ridgefield 
according to a fee schedule established by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield. The Borough will bill for emergency medical and ambulance transport services 
rendered by its paid CSO officers and by members of the Borough’s Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps. 

  
 2. Section 27A-4F is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

F. The Mayor and Council shall review the fees for services listed in Subsection D 
above annually and adjust said fees based on the recommendations of the Chief of Police, 
or his/her designee, the Captain of the Ridgefield Volunteer Ambulance Corps and Chief 
Financial Officer and in accordance with the federally approved Medicare fee schedule. 

 
 3. Section 27A-4H is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 

H. The Chief of Police, or his/her designee, and the Captain of the Ridgefield 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps may promulgate rules and regulations pursuant to and not 
inconsistent with this section, state law and federal law, such as rules and regulations, 
which rules and regulations shall become effective upon approval by resolution of the 
governing body of the Borough of Ridgefield. 

 
 
 



 

 Section II:  Repealer. 
 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed as to said inconsistencies and conflicts. 
 
Section III. Severability. 
  
If any section, part of any section, or clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the remaining provisions of 
this Ordinance, and each section and subsection thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more of the subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases may be declared unconstitutional or invalid.  

 
Section IV.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication 

according to law. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2321 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled, 

 
“BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND 

IN THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $230,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 

OF $219,047 IN BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE ALL OR PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF” 

 
introduced on the 19th day of April, 2017, do now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 
further considered for final passage at a regular meeting to be held on the 3rd day of May, 2017 at 
7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached at the regular meeting of the Borough 
Council in the Community Center, 725 Slocum Avenue, in the Borough of Ridgefield, and that at 
such time and place, all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the 
same, that the Borough Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to publish in The 
Record, a newspaper circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield said Ordinance according to law, 
with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading, and of the time and place when and 
where said Ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2321 
 
“BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND 

IN THE BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $230,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 

OF $219,047 IN BONDS OR NOTES TO FINANCE ALL OR PART OF THE COST 
THEREOF” 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (not 
less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 SECTION 1.   The improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance 
are hereby authorized as general improvements or purposes to be undertaken by the Borough of 
Ridgefield, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (the “Borough”).  For the said improvements 
or purposes stated in Section 3, there is hereby appropriated the sum of $230,000, which sum includes 
$10,953 as the amount of down payment for said improvements or purposes required by the Local 
Bond Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:2-1 et seq. (the “Local Bond Law”).  Said down payment is now available 
therefor by virtue of a provision or provisions in a previously adopted budget or budgets of the 
Borough for down payment or for capital improvement purposes or from moneys actually held by the 
Borough. 
 
 SECTION 2.   For the financing of said improvements or purposes described in Section 3 
hereof and to meet the part of said $230,000 appropriation not provided for by application hereunder 
of said down payment, negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount of $219,047 pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of said 
bonds and to temporarily finance said improvements or purposes, negotiable notes of the Borough in 
a principal amount not exceeding $219,047 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and within 
the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 
 
 SECTION 3.  (a) The improvements hereby authorized and purposes for the financing of 
which said bonds or notes are to be issued are various capital improvements including, but not limited, 
(i) road improvements to Van Renssalaer Court from Lancaster Road to the end thereof past Marion 
Place, which improvements shall include, but not be limited to, as applicable, excavation, milling, 
paving, reconstruction and boxing out and resurfacing or full depth pavement replacement, and 
where necessary, the sealing of pavement cracks, the repairing and/or installation of curbs, sidewalks 
and driveway aprons, installation of curb ramps, resetting utility castings and drainage grates, 
sanitary sewer improvements, replacement of water lines, drainage improvements, roadway 
painting, landscaping and aesthetic improvements, and (ii) various additional general capital 



 

improvements in and throughout the Borough including, but not limited to, the construction of a park 
pavilion. 
 (b)    The above improvements or purposes set forth in Section 3(a) shall also include, as 
applicable, all engineering, architectural or design work, construction planning, preparation of plans 
and specifications, permits, bid documents, inspection and contract administration, and all work, 
materials, equipment, labor and appurtenances necessary therefor or incidental thereto. 
          (c)    The estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for said improvements 
or purposes is $219,047. 
 (d) The estimated cost of said improvements or purposes is $230,000, the excess thereof 
over the said estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued therefor, being the amount 
of $10,953, is the down payment for said improvements or purposes. 
 
 SECTION 4.   In the event the United States of America, the State of New Jersey, and/or the 
County of Bergen make a contribution or grant in aid to the Borough, for the improvements and 
purposes authorized hereby and the same shall be received by the Borough prior to the issuance of 
the bonds or notes authorized in Section 2 hereof, then the amount of such bonds or notes to be issued 
shall be reduced by the amount so received from the United States of America, the State of New 
Jersey and/or the County of Bergen.  In the event, however, that any amount so contributed or granted 
by the United States of America, the State of New Jersey and/or the County of Bergen, shall be 
received by the Borough after the issuance of the bonds or notes authorized in Section 2 hereof, then 
such funds shall be applied to the payment of the bonds or notes so issued and shall be used for no 
other purposes.  This Section 4 shall not apply, however, with respect to any contribution or grant in 
aid received by the Borough as a result of using funds from this bond ordinance as “matching local 
funds” to receive such contribution or grant in aid. 
 
 SECTION 5.   All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may 
be determined by the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough, provided that no note shall mature later 
than one (1) year from its date or otherwise authorized by the Local Bond Law.  The notes shall bear 
interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  
The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with the notes issued pursuant 
to this bond ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the notes shall be 
conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All notes issued hereunder may be renewed from 
time to time in accordance with the provisions of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the notes from time to time at public or private sale and to 
deliver them to the purchaser thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price and accrued 
interest thereon from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is directed 
to report in writing to the governing body at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or 
delivery of the notes pursuant to this bond ordinance is made.  Such report must include the principal 
amount, the description, the interest rate, and the maturity schedule of the notes so sold, the price 
obtained and the name of the purchaser. 
 
 SECTION 6.   The Capital Budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the 
provisions of this bond ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  In the event of any 
such inconsistency, a resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full 
detail of the amended Capital Budget and capital programs as approved by the Director of the Division 



 

of Local Government Services, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs will be on file in the 
office of the Clerk and will be available for public inspection. 
 
 SECTION 7.   The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and 
stated: 
 (a) The improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance are not 
current expenses and are improvements or purposes which the Borough may lawfully undertake as a 
general improvements or purposes, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially 
assessed on property specially benefited thereby. 
 (b) The average period of usefulness of said improvements or purposes within the 
limitations of the Local Bond Law, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date 
of the said bonds authorized by this bond ordinance, is 17.5 years. 
 (c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
made and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Borough and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the Office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, New Jersey 
Department of Community Affairs, and such statement shows that the gross debt of the Borough as 
defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds or notes provided for in 
this bond ordinance by $219,047 and the said bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance will 
be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 
 (d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $46,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost indicated herein 
for the purposes or improvements hereinbefore described. 
 
 SECTION 8.   The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 
payment of the principal of and the interest on the bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.  
The bonds or notes shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be 
obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the 
payment of the bonds or notes and the interest thereon without limitation as to rate or amount. 
 
 SECTION 9.   The Borough hereby declares the intent of the Borough to issue the bonds or 
bond anticipation notes in the amount authorized in Section 2 of this bond ordinance and to use 
proceeds to pay or reimburse expenditures for the costs of the purposes described in Section 3 of 
this bond ordinance.  This Section 9 is a declaration of intent within the meaning and for purposes 
of Treasury Regulations §1.150-2 or any successor provisions of federal income tax law. 
 
 SECTION 10.   The Borough Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to prepare and 
to update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in 
connection with the sale of obligations of the Borough and to execute such disclosure document 
on behalf of the Borough.  The Borough Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into 
the appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Borough 
pursuant to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Council (the “Rule”) for the benefit of 
holders and beneficial owners of obligations of the Borough and to amend such undertaking from 
time to time in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such 
undertaking is and continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, 
consistent with the requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Borough fails to comply with 



 

its undertaking, the Borough shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall 
be limited to specific performance of the undertaking. 
 
 SECTION 11.   The Borough covenants to maintain the exclusion from gross income under 
section 103(a) of the Code of the interest on all bonds and notes issued under this ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 12.    Ordinance Number 2312 adopted on October 5, 2016 is hereby declared null 
and void. 
 
 SECTION 13.   This bond ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after the first 
publication thereof after final adoption and approval by the Mayor, as provided by the Local Bond 
Law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2322 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that an Ordinance entitled, 

 
“AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A COMMUNITY FORESTRY  

MANAGEMENT PLAN” 
 
introduced on the 19th day of April, 2017, do now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 
further considered for final passage at a regular meeting to be held on the 3rd day of May, 2017 at 
7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached at the regular meeting of the Borough 
Council in the Community Center, 725 Slocum Avenue, in the Borough of Ridgefield, and that at 
such time and place, all persons interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the 
same, that the Borough Clerk be and she is hereby authorized and directed to publish in The 
Record, a newspaper circulating in the Borough of Ridgefield said Ordinance according to law, 
with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading, and of the time and place when and 
where said Ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TABLED:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 

 
 

             COUNCIL VOTE-TO TABLE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Kontolios 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2322 
 

 “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A COMMUNITY FORESTRY  
MANAGEMENT PLAN” 

 
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has adopted the New Jersey Shade Tree and 

Community Forestry Assistance Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1L-17.1, et. seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to that act, local communities are encouraged to develop a 
community forestry management plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the adoption of said plan will enable the Borough of Ridgefield to limit its 
liability in connection with certain tree related incidents and losses; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests to adopt a community forestry management plan; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield as follows: 
 
Section I:  
 
 The Borough of Ridgefield hereby adopts an updated community forestry management 
plan in the form as annexed hereto and incorporated into this ordinance, with the understanding 
that the plan hereby sets forth the goals, intentions and plans going forward of the Borough of 
Ridgefield as it relates to tree preservation and forestry, and will be implemented by the adoption 
of specific ordinances and resolutions related thereto. 
 
Section II.  
 
 This ordinance shall take effect upon final publication according to law. 
 
Section III:  

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed as to said inconsistencies and conflicts. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Section IV. 

 
If any section, part of any section, or clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the remaining provisions of 
this Ordinance, and each section and subsection thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more of the subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases may be declared unconstitutional or invalid.  

 
Section V.   
 
 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to 
law. 
 
 
 
 
TABLED:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
 Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Mayor Suarez 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 116-2017 

 
WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant program has existed for over 40 

years, providing grants to communities and non-profit organizations to provide various services 
for the Borough of Ridgefield as well as Bergen County programs, and 
 

WHEREAS, residents of Ridgefield have benefited over the years from Community 
Development grants for various projects; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed funding for FY 2017 will amount to a 50% cut if left intact, 
leaving many projects underfunded or unfunded in Ridgefield and throughout the country. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of  
Ridgefield that the Mayor and Council strongly supports the programs and  full funding of the 
Community Development Block Grant program, and that President  
Trump and members of the United States Congress take into account all the worthwhile programs 
supported by Community Development Block Grant; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby directed to send certified 
copies of this resolution to President Donald J. Trump, US Senate and House of Representative 
leaders, Congressman William Pascrell, US Senators Cory Booker and Robert Menendez, NJ 
League of Municipalities, and the Bergen County Community Development. 
 
 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, 
Borough Clerk 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 117-2017 

 
      WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the 
revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and 
 
      WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:5-29 provides for receipt of funds from gifts, bequests, and 
donations by the municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from Clean 
Communities Donations are hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the 
purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal requirement: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield, County of Bergen, New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of 
Local Government Services to place gift funds received by the Borough of Ridgefield 
in a specific fund to be considered a dedication by rider to the budget in accordance 
with N.J.S.A.:4-39 for the Borough of Ridgefield 

 
2. The Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of Bergen is hereby directed 

to forward two certified copies to the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 

 
3. This resolution shall not become effective until it is approved by the Director of the 

Division of the Local Government Services. 
 
 
Approved: 
 
___________________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________ 
Linda M. Silvestri, 
Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

Meeting April 19, 2017 
Presented by Councilman Acosta 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 118-2017 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ridgefield that a 
Limousine License be issued to: 
 

KANG W. LEE, Kang W. Limo 
 

and 
 

WILLIAM VALENCIA, Eagle Express 
 
for the period of April 20, 2017 through April 19, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri, 
  Borough Clerk 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The undersigned, being the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Ridgefield, County of 
Bergen, New Jersey, and the person charged with the responsibility of maintaining financial 
records of said Borough in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:4-57 and the rules of the Local Finance 
Board of the State of New Jersey adopted thereunder, does hereby certify that there are adequate 
funds available for the payment of the attached list of invoices, duly adopted by said Borough, and 
which said list indicates the specific line item of said budget to which expenditures shall be 
charged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Diane Sherry, 
 Chief Financial Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 119-2017 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that warrants totaling $671,116.72 
be drawn on the following accounts: 
 
  CURRENT $654,282.18 
  TRUST $13,626.50 
  POOL $3,205.04 
     
  TOTAL $671,116.72 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 

 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Russell Castelli, Council President  Linda M. Silvestri, 
   Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Jimenez 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 120-2017 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield is involved in a certain declaratory judgment action 
regarding affordable housing; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is at the point in that litigation where it must declare experts and 
must utilize same in order to prepare; and 
 

WHEREAS, EConsult Solutions is a group that has been retained by the municipal 
consortium to provide expert services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has recommended that the Borough engage EConsult 
Solutions on an hourly basis as its expert at their standard hourly rates; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the Borough that EConsult Solutions be so 
engaged; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that the Borough be and hereby is authorized to engage EConsult Solutions as experts 
in the ongoing declaratory judgment affordable housing litigation on an hourly basis at the firm’s 
standard rates in a total amount not to exceed $5,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri 
   Borough Clerk 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   

 



 

BOROUGH OF RIDGEFIELD 
Bergen County, New Jersey 

 
Meeting April 19, 2017 

 
Presented by Councilman Acosta 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 121-2017 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Ridgefield has in place a curfew ordinance found at Chapter 
165 of the Code of the Borough of Ridgefield; and 
 

WHEREAS, the ordinance provides that juveniles, under the age of 18 years, may not be 
in public places between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., unless accompanied by a parent 
or guardian; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Carnival will be taking place from April 26, 2017 to April 30, 
2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Police Department has recommended that enforcement of the curfew 
ordinance be relaxed during the term of the carnival so that juveniles may be out up to a time of 
1:00 a.m. during the dates of the carnival;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ridgefield that the Borough hereby endorses the recommendation of relaxing enforcement of the 
curfew ordinance as set forth above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Anthony R. Suarez, Mayor  Linda M. Silvestri 
   Borough Clerk 
 

                         COUNCIL VOTE 
 YES  NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Castelli           X 
Acosta            X 
Penabad         X 
Shim              X  
Jimenez         X 
Kontolios       X 
Mayor Suarez   
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